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INTRODUCTION 


'Y’HE following notes are an attempt to combine all that is ot 
chief interest in the numerous works, a list of which will be 
found overleaf, that refer to the Palace of Bhalijahan at Delhi, in 
the hope that they may lend an added interest to a visit to the Fort. 
The information from Indian historians has been collected by 
the late Maulvi fihu rib, formerly a member of my stall. It has 
been somewhat difhcult to keep the notes within the scope of 
what is generally known as a " guide,'’ anti the writer hopes that the 
text will not be found to be ovcrh)aded with (piutations. Rome of 
these are, however, of considerable interest and local colour, and 
throw much additional light on the history of the buildings and 
their former functions. The plan is taken from the reproduction ol 
the old plan of the Fort illustrated in Fergusson's Uistonj oj East e in 
and Indian Ardiitedure. It contains seveird rather prominent 
inaccuracies but gives, on the whole, a fairly good idea of the hniuer 
arrangement of the interior of the Palace. The measurements 
on the plan have been added by the writer for purpose of reference. 
It is suggested that the “ birdseye ” sketch, which is an attempt 
at the conjectural restoration of the Palace buildings as they stood 
kt the days of the '■ Great Mogul,” be studied with the plan. The 
translations of the inscriptions on the Khwabgah and Musamman 
Burj have been given by Mauhi Zafar Hasan, Assistant Superin- 
tendent, Northern Circle. 


April 1014. 


GORDON SANDERSON, 

^ u pi lint t wJ tnt, Muha m m a' (a n a wl Btiti >‘4 M on u m 


Kurthtni Circle. 
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DELHI FORT. 


A Guide to the Historical Buildings and Gardens, 


A fter a reiga of eleven years at Agra, Sliahjahan resolved to remove his The Fort 
capital to Delhi. It is said that his reasons for transferring the capital to 
Delhi from Agra were the broken ravines and numerous inequalities through- 
out the latter city, want of space in the Fort, narrowness of the streets, and 
the inconvenience caused to the inhabitants by the large crowds of troops and 
elephants, and the retinues of the Emperor and his Umaras.'’ After paying 
several visits to Delhi, a site was chosen with the help of astrologers and hakims 
on the main land, just south of Salimgarh, which had been founded in 1546 
by ^alim 8hah. as a defence against the approach of Humaytin. According 
to the contemporarv historians, the foundation of the citadel was laid on the 
12th Zilhij 1048 A. H. (1638 A. D.) and this date is corroborated by the 
inscri])ticns on the Kliwabgah. Sayyid Ahmad Khan, the author of dtharii- 
s-Sa»(ld7iJ, states, that among some old pajiers, a horoscope of the Fort fell 
into his hands, and that in it the date of the foundation was recorded as 
Friday night, the 9th Muharram of the year 1049 A, H, The Fort was 
completed in the 20th vear of the Emperor's reign while he was at Kabul. 

Makrumat Khan, then the Superintendent of Works," asked the Emperor Shahjahan 
to come and see it. and •• on the -iWi liabi II of 1058 A. H. (1GI8 A. D.) 

Shahjahan entered the Fort '‘through the gate facing the river and held 
his first court in the Diwan-i-h\mm. The Emperor arrived at the Fort with 
a gorgeous retinue, Prince Dara Rliikoh scattering gold and silver over his 
father's head till lie readied the gates. ^ The Palace buildings had already 
been decorated, and the courtyards covered with gorgeous carpets and 
hangings, wliile ” deep red Kashmir shawls covered each seat." “ The 
buildings became the envy of the art galleries of China.'’ The roofs, walls, 
and colonnades {aiivdns) of the Diwan-h'Amm were hung with velvet, and 
silk from China and Khafar while a gorgeous canopy [Aspah Dal bodal)^ inauguration 
specially prepared for the occasion in the royal factory at Ahmadabad, and 
measuring 70 (jaz ])y 45 gaz. and costing a lac of rupees, was raised by 3,000 
active fa crashes A 

The canopy was supported by silver columns and surrounded by a silver 
railing. The hall of the Diwan-i-’Ainm was surrounded on this occasion with 
a golden railing, while the throne was provided with a special canopy, fringed 
with pearls, and supported by golden pillars, wreathed with bands of studded 
gems. The Emperor still further signalised the occasion by the distribution 
of lavish gifts. The Begam Sahibah received a lac of rupees, Prince Dara, 

^ A iiMial fu'-tom tor >rii}iainnia'laii of India mIhai eatrriiiu ihn capital, Jaliangu’ 

vtfnrh to a ^om(“^vhat Mmilar oia-aHiou in meinoiiis. T nuk-i-Jahumfiri. Uogci-s and 

Bovori(!i;(‘, p. 2.)9. 

^ Khata, (.’liinc^e Turkt'r.tan. 
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a special robe of honour, jewelled weapons, and an increase from the rank 
of ten to twenty thousand horse, a caparisoned elephant, and two lacs of rupees. 
The Princes ySulaiman Shikoh and >Sipehr Shikoh received, respectively, daily 
allowances of Es. 500 and Es. 300, in addition to their original pay ; the Prime 
Minister, Sadullah Khan, a robe of honour and a nadri^ with the rank of 
7,000 horse, Eaja Bithal Das a robe and the rank of 5,000 foot and 4,000 
horse. 

Makrumat Khan, under whose supervision the Fort and its buildings 
were completed, received the rank of Fa/ij Hazari. 

The above is an abstract of Muhammad Salih's account of the inaugura- 
tion ceremony, and the Palace is said to have been somewhat similarly decorated 
on the occasion of Aurangzeb's accession. 

Measure- The Fort is an irregular octagon in plan with its two long sides on the east 

mentsofthe and west and the six smaller ones on the north and south. It measures 
about one mile and a half in circumference, the total length being some 3,000 
feet and the breadth 1.800 feet. On the river front the walls are 60 feet in 
height while on the land side they rise to 110 feet, of which 75 feet are above 
the level of the ground and the ditch. The latter is 75 feet wide and 30' 0" 
The Moat. depth. It was, writes Bernier, formerly stocked with fish, and he says that 
in his opinion, a battery of moderate force would soon level the walls 
with the ground.’' Adjoining the ditch are large gardens, full of flowers 
and green shrubs at all times, which contrasted with the stupendous walls, 
produce a beautiful effect.'’ These gardens were still to be seen in a neglected 
state before the Mutiny. The low ground to the east between the Fort 
and the river, was used, Bernier adds, for elephant fights and parades 
of the royal troops ; and he himself was once in danger, on this low ground, 
from an attack by an infuriated elephant. Manucci {Stjria do Mogor), 
writing in much the same strain, says that beneath the roval balconies 
there is, night and day. a mad elephant kept, for ostentation." 

The builders Other names associated with the building of the Fort besides that of Muk- 
ramat Khan, already mentioned, are Ghairat Khan. Governor of DelhF, Izzat 
Khan, afterwards Governor of )Sindh, Ali Verdi Khan also appointed even- 
tuallv to a Governorship, and two master builders," if one may use the term, 
Hamid^ and Ahmad. The Emperor is also said to have made certain modi- 
fications to the designs from time to time. Say vid Ahmad Khan, no doubt 
owing to the presence of the portrait of Orpheus in the ‘ pietra dura ’ work in 
the Diwan-i-Amm, has assumed that some Italian architect was also em- 
ployed, but it would seem probable that the Italians were responsible for 
this particular branch of decoration only, the general arrangement and main 
details of the buildings being essentially eastern. The Fort is said to have 
Ccst cost 100 lacs of rupees of which half was spent on the walls and half on the 

buildings within. 

^ A jewelled dagger. 

2 Aiteiward?> appointed as Governor tc* Tluitli wliere lie died in 1G40 A. T). (lOoO A. H.). 

2 His name is still commemorated by the Kuelui Usta Hamid near the Jama Masjid. 
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Anotlier historian, Bakhta^Ya^ Khan, writing in the reign of Aurungzeb, 
also gives the cost of the various buildings as follows : — 

Lacs, 

Fort and buildings ^yithin it . . , . . . .00 

Royal mansions ......... 28 

Shall iMalial (Diwaii-i-Khass) including silver ceiling <and fittings 14 
Imtyaz iMalial (Rang Mahal) with bed-chamber and surround- 5 and 
ings. _ _ 50,000 rupees 

Daulat Khana-Khass-o-‘Amm (Diwan-i-’Amm) . . .2 

Hayat Bakhsh garden with the Hauinum . . . .6 

1’he palace of the Begam S<ihi])ah ^ and other i-uyal ladies . 7 
and squares tor the Imperial workshops . . .4 

The Lout walls and moat . . . . . . .21 


Workmen's wages amounted to ten million rupees. 

Red sandstone and marble for the construction were provided by the 
governors and rajahs of the localities where these materials were obtainable, 
and the former material was also brought down in large rpiantities from Fath- 
pur Sikri, by boat. 

The Fort is known by many names. In the reigns of Shahjahan and ^"arious 
Aurangzeb it was styled QildJi-i-Muhoral:, (the Fortunate Citadel), or 
Qilali-LShllijalirnhlhild, and it is under this latter title that we find references 
to it in the historical works of the period. In the reign of Bahadur Shah II, 
the last titular Emperor of Delhi, it was known as Qiloh-i-MiMiJla (the 
Exalted Fort). This name occurs in the works of the Urdu poets of the 
time and accounts for the language of the Court being styled, JJ rdu-i- 
]\ht alia. 


It is recorded that in 1132 A. H. (1719 A. D.) much damage was done The buildings 
to the Fort and city by an earthc[uake lasting a month and two days.- The 
buildings were also considerably damaged during the conflicts between the quake and 
Ma rathas and Ahmad Shah D urani in 1 17 3 A . H . ( 1 759 A . D . ) . Azad B i Igrd m /, 
a contemporary writer, states that Ibrahim Khan KardI, whom Baduhad 
brought ill his company from the Deccan, had European artillery with him. 

He fired at the Fort with three guns from the Ealli side (lit. sandy place 
the sandy foreshore between the Fort and river is referred to) which lies 
below the Fort on the east, and discharged cannon balls like rain on the Asad 
Burj, Musamman Burj and other royal buildings, which resulted in great 
damage to the Diwaii-i-Khass, Rang Mahal, Moti Mahal and Shah Burj ; but 
the Fort, on account of its great strength, remained undamaged.’' 


It is a great pity that the lesser buildings and courts were removed after buUd- 
tlie Mutiny; for, without the courts and conldors connecting the buildings demo- 
that are left to-day, the latter lose much of tlieir meaning and beauty. The the Muthiv 
harem courts and gardens to the west of the Rang Mahal, ]\Iumlaz Mahal, 


and the Khurd Jahiin have all disappeared, together with a building known 


1 The title of Jahanava daii^liter of Shahjaluln. 

“MuhammaU *AU Khan Ti(nL'h-i-JIir:uff({}i. ^bS.S. hi the Gove nuiient library 

Allahabad. F.Uos 115-llU, 
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as the Silver Palace ’’ which stood some little distance to the west of the 
latter. The royal store-rooms, kitchens, and the Eegalia chambers, which lav 
to the north of the court of the Diwan-i-’Amm have, together with the Mehtab 
Bagh and the western half of the Hayat Bakhsh garden, given place to 
Military barracks and the parade ground. North again of the Hayat 
Bakhsh garden, and between it and the north outer wall of the Fort, lay the 
houses, harems, and gardens of the Eoyal Princes, These have also 
disappeared. In the extreme north-west corner of the enclosure were the 
royal stables and stores, while the areas between the arcaded street, running 
due north from the Delhi gate to the north end of the Mehtab Bagh. and the 
west outer wall, were occupied by the houses of the enormous retinue 
attached to the Court. 


Th^ Lahore 
gate. 


The barbi- 
cans of 
Aiirangzeb, 


THE Oates. The best knovm of these is the Lahore Gate, situated in the centre of 
the west wall, and at the end of the principal thoroughfare of Dellii, the 
Chandni Chauk. The gate is of imposing design and contains three stoi'eyed 
rooms. The entrance arch, 41 feet in height by 24 feet, is flanked by half 
octagon to^Yers crowned by oj^en octagonal pavilions, while between the 
latter is a screen of dwarf, coupled citallris, crowned by seven miniature 
domes of white marble, and teiminated by tapering minarets, topped by 
lanterns. Above the entrance arch is a verajidali crowned by a chajja ^ 
but the arcade below it is now closed owing to the upper rooms of the gate 
having been adapted as officer's cpiarters. The “flame shaped ' battlements, 
which continue round the whole extent of the wall, are esjiecially imposing. 

The gate is additionally protected by a barbican, the work of Aurangzeb 
(1658-1707 A. D.). The walls of the latter are 40' 0"' in height, the corners 
of the western wall being emphasised by pavilions. The entrance gate of 
the barbican is on the north side and measures 40' 0" height by 24 feet in 
width, being surmounted by an embattled parapet, flanked by slender 
minarets. It is said that >Shahjahan, while in prison at Agra, wrote to his 
son Aurangzeb regarding these barbicans, saying '’ you have made the Fort 
a bride, and set a veil before her face."' The original wooden drawbridge 
of the barbican has gone, being replaced by bridges built by Akbar II 
Brid^^es built (Mughal Emperor, 1806-1837). The inscription on the arch of the bridge 
by Akbar II. states that these bridges (the second being at the Delhi gate), were built 
in his reign under the superintendence of ’’ Dilawaru-d-Daulah, Eobert 
Maepherson, Bahadur, Diler Jang.'* Hearn {Seven Cities of Delhi) says that 
in front of the Lahore gate was a great square, in which those Hindu nobles, 
whose turn it was to mount guard, encamped during their twenty-four liours 
of duty, for they never dared to tmst themselves within the walls, and that 
in front of this square a large tank, connected with the canal in the Chandni 
Chauk and named after Lord Ellenborough, was built about 1846.^ 


^ Tlio .sloping hlal) ('orni* ou neaiiy every Indtin buitliiig. 

2 The cavalry camp of the mutineers (18.57) was near this tank. 
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The Delhi Gate lies in the southern ^vall of the Fort and is so called the DELHI 
as it faces the sites of the older cities. It is similar in design to the gate pre- uATE. 
viously described, but is rendered more interesting by the presence of two 
stone elephants, standing at either side of the entrance arch. There are many The elephant 
theories put forward as to the history of the original elephants and their riders, -'statues, 
and those that derive them originally from Gwalior and Agra Fort have been 
proved to be without foundation. One of these theories is that their riders 
were the celebrated EajpCit heroes Jamal and Patta, but it seems more 
probable that the figures were only those of ^ndluDits, and that the animals 
were ordinary fighting elephants. The strict religious views of Auraiigzeb 
would not tolerate the presence of the statues, and he ordered their demolition. 

Nothing more was heard of them till 18i)3. when, during the demolition 
of certain of the old buildings for military purpose.s, some 125 fragiuents 
of the original statues were found buried in the Fort. Three years later, an 
ele2)hant was reconstructed from these fragments and set u^) in the QueeiTs 
gardetis.^ In 1892 the statue was removed to a site in the Chandni Chauk 
and ten years later to another position in front of the Institute. 

Ill 19u:3, at the instance of Lord Curzon, the present statues were erected, 
but the original fragments (now j^laced in the Museum ) could not be re-used 
owing to the mutilation they had undergone. The work was entrusted to 
jMr. E. AY. Mackenzie, an artist with experience of Indian Art. and the work 
was carried out from his models by Indian workmen. It is inconceivable 
how any doubt could ever have existed as to the original position of the 
statues. Bernier clearly places them at the Delhi gate, and his statement 
is backed up bv that of de Thevenot, who saw them a few years later. 

The misconception seems to have arisen largely from the Jtltrf ru-s-S(inf(dld 
the later edition of which, published long after the author's death, places 
them at the Naubat Kliana. In the first edition they are placed before 
the Delhi gate, Carr Stephen (Aicliaobujij of Delhi) places them before 
the Naubat Khana and Keene {Guide to Delhi) before the Lahore gate, 
the former authority being of the opinion that Bernier's descriptions of the 
gates are so faulty that they arc correct with respect to neither. Bernier, 
however, after describing the statues, clearly states that after passing 
through the gate at which they stand there is a long and spacious street 
provided with a central canal," which is also referred to by M. de Thevenot. 

The only street of this kind in the Fort, as is proved by the old plans, was 
that running due north and south from the s(|uare in front of the Naubat 
Khana. Bernier's description of the Lahore gate is rendered more explicit 
by his reference to the ‘‘ roofed street (the Cludta Chauk. see page 6) 
leading therefrom and bordered on either side by shops." It may be added 
that excavation, in connection with the erection of the present statues, dis- 
closed further overwhelming evidence in the nature of the original found- 
ations. 


Opposite the Hallway Statit a. 
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THE 

OTHER 

GATES. 


Water gate 
under Mu- 
Bamman 

Burj. 


Water gate 
outside Asad 
Burj. 


‘ CHATTA 
CHAUK’ OB 
VAULTED 
ABCADE. 


The Delhi gate is protected by a barbican, similar to that in front of the 
Lahore gate, the bridge being also erected in the reign of Akbar II, by Kobert 
Macphersond 

There are three other gates to the Fort besides those two already mentioned. 
One leads into Salhngarh and through it the King-Emperor passed at the 
State Entry of the Coronation Darbar, 1911. Near it, was formerly an old 
bridge built by Jahangir in 1031 A. H. (1621 A. D.) but this was removed 
to make way for the present railway bridge. The old bridge had five arches 
and was built in rubble and mortar springing flush from the face of the 
abutments : it was strengthened by a series of arched ribs, springing from cor- 
bels projecting froxn the faces of the abutments, and giving it an appearance 
of lightness with great strength. The inscription from this bridge is now 
in the Musemn. The present bridge is. like the gate, modern. There is 
also a postern or wicket gate (A/nVAv') between the bridge and the Shah 
Burj bastion. The Khizri.ov^ Watergate'' lies under the Musamman Burj 
and it was this gate which Captain Douglas desired might be thrown open, 
on the morning of the 11th May 1857, so that he might go down and reason 
with the mutineers, who had assembled on the low ground near the river. 

Some few yards south of the Bang Mahal is a wicket in the base of the wall, 
closed up, as it would seem from the character of the masonry, by the Mughals 
themselves. An attempt was made to excavate the ground at the back, but 
nothing was found, save what appeared to be a large underground drain. 
The story that it was known as the '' King's gate,*’ and was that which was 
only used to take the dead body of the King out of the palace for burial, is an 
attractive one but lacks confirmation. The Water gate *’ outside the Asad 
Burj is of an exceptionally interesting and characteristic design but owing to its 
position is but seldom visited. The inner gateway is reached by a long flight 
of steps and protected by a barbican with an outer gate facing the river. 

The Chatta Chauk is the roofed street referred to ])y Bernier which leads 
from the Lahore gate to a point west of the Naubat Khana and is described by 
Fergusson ‘'as the noblest entrance known to any existing palace.’* It measures 
some 230 feet in length and 13 feet in width, with a central octagonal court o]3en 
to the sky. On both sides of the roadway there are 32 arched cells, at first and 
ground floor levels. Muhammad Salih, Shahjahan's Court Chronicler, refers to 
this arcade as the Bdzar-l-Mumqqaf (covered bazar). The central portion, 
open to the sky, was styled the Chatta 21anzil (Lhnbrella Hall ?), the 
historian adding, '' that a building like this vaulted market had never been 
seen before by the people of India,” and that it owed its conception to the 
Emperor, who takes much interest in the construction of buildings.*’ 
Bishop Heber in describing his visit to Akbar II refers thus to the Chatta 
Chauh. “We were received with presented arms by the troops of the 


^ Entcrcl the Honoumbl' East India Comp.Miy'rf brivire iti 17‘.D, I-uc amo Lu-uteuant, 2atli April 
1797, (’aptain. 27th Fcbruaiy 1S05, Hajnr, 22nd Jannaiy 1S17, and dh*d at Dtdln, January 
tith, 1823, yon of AikIioav Hacpheraoii and burn in 1774 in tho Barisli of Thingupie, Inver- 
nesshire, K. B. 
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palace, drawn up witliin the barbican, and proceeded, still on our elephants, 
throu<»h the noblest gateway and vestibule I ever saw. It consists, not 
merely of a splendid Gothic arch in the centre of the great gate-tower — 
but, after tliat, of a long vaulted aisle, like that of a Gothic cathedral, 
with a small, open, octagonal court in the centre, all of granite,^ and all 
finely carved with iiascript ions from the Koran, and with flowers. This ended 
in a ruinous and exceedingly dirty stable-yai'd The east end of this 
arcade opened on to a coiirt\'ard, some -GO' 0" s<|uare, and surrounded 
by colonnades used by the V ^ndnis of the Eniperor‘s guard. At the south- 
west corner of this scpiare stood certain public buildings where the Emperors 
Nazir (Superintendent of the household) contracted business. In its centre 
was a tank fed bv the canals which ran north and south towards the royal 
gardens and Delhi gate, respectively. On either side ol the cana's were the 
arcaded streets which have already been referred to on page 5. Berjiier 
describes these streets as being raised about U feet from the ground and 
being about I feet wide, in front of a row of arched rooms. — closed arcades, — 
riinnuig the entire length of the street. It Avas here that the lesser ofhciais 
used to transact business and that the inferior V maras Avere AA^ont to mount 
guard. 

At the east side of the stpiare, and Avithin a stone railing, stood the 
KAUBAT or KAQQAK KTIAXA (the Boyal Drinn-IIouse). The tank and 
scjuare. AAUth its surrounding buildings and the stone railings, huA^e iioaa^ all 
disappeared, but it is hoped to be able, e\’entually, to demarcate their 
former positions b\" laAA iis and ^hrubbei'ies as has been done in the case of the 
gardens AAuthin the present archmologicai area. 

This building nieasuies some 99' by 0-^' 0" and is 56' 6" high from the THE 
level of the plinth to the top of the roof. The gatcAAny measure^ '1\) 0" in 

height by 16' 0" in Avidth. It must be remembered that the present plinth 
to thi^ building is modern, the Ausitor being intended to enter at the Tvel of 
the DiAvaii'i-’Amm court. The plinth is shortly to be removed, so that A Avill 
be possible to enter at the original leA^el. Buildings formerly existed at the 
north and south ends of the Xaubat Khana, but these Avere taken aAvay after the 
Mutiny, their position being now indicated by shrubberies. FKe times a day 
the royal band used to play in this lofty hall ; on ^^undays the music Avas 
kept uj) the AAdiole day because it Avas a day sacred to the sun, and the same 
honour AA^as paid to the day of the week on Avhich the King Avas born. 
Bernier, AAdio AA^as at first deafened by the noise, and found it unbearable, 
eventually grcAv accustomed to the royal music and discoA^ered grandeur, 
solemnity, and eA^en melody in it.'' A Aaubat Khana '' is often found in 
royal palaces. The one at Eathpur JSikri is well knoAAui, AAiiile they are often 
seen, and still used, in the residences o‘‘ Indian chiefs. The building seiA^Kl 
as quarters fo]- ofiicers statioiied in the Fort till 1907, Avhen the modern 
additions AY ere lemoA^ed and t lie building restored as far .as possible to its 


i ITiu mabomy ib attually biiuk exteinally pla^tuivd. 
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former appearance. The two small rooms in the basement on either side of 
the entrance, now occupied by the Caretaker, was used, till 1911, as the 
Museum of Archaeology. 

Passing through the entrance of the Naubat Khana, the visitor reaches 
the court of the Diwan-i-‘ Amin (Hall of Public Audience). Underneath this 
entrance none could pass mounted except Princes of the Blood Eoyal ; 
ambassadors, ministers and grandees of the highest dignity, alighted here and 
walked on foot. Even in the last days of a subsidised Mughal Emperor, the 
entrance was jealously guarded, and when Mr. Francis Hawkins, Kesident 
at Delhi (a gentleman whose energy went beyond his discretion) was removed 
from his appointment, the most serious charge against him was that he had 
violated the sanctity of the royal palace, by riding under the gateway of the 
Naubat Khana. The court, now reached, was originally 550' 0" in length 
by 300' 0" in width, and surrounded with arcaded aiiartnients, which, says 
Bernier, “ have no buildings over them.'* Each bay of the arcade w'as 
separated by a wall, yet in such a manner that there is a small door to pass 
from one to the other.*’ The rooms were two deep, raised almost feet 
from the ground and were occupied by the Uinr/ms on duty. They were 
decorated on special occasions and it is said that the VmCiras vied with 
each other in the splendour of their adornment. These surrounding arcades 
were demolished after the Mutiny but their former jjosition has now been 
indicated by shrubberies. ^ Outside to the north of the courtyard stood 
the imperial kitchen.^ 

Tlie great hall of the DIWAX-I-^AMM was the central feature of the 
eastern side of the court, while to the north of this building was a gate 
leading to the forecoiirc in front of the Diwan-i-Khass. In the days of the later 
Mughal Empire the appearance of the Diwan-i-*Amm was not improved by 
the addition, behind it, of the houses of the “ Heir apparent," built in tlie bas- 
tard European style of architecture which was fashionable in India during tliat 
period. The building, which has lost its original covering of wliite shell 
plaster and gilding, stands on a plinth some I' 0" in height and measures 80' 0" 
long by 40' 0" in breadth ; it is some 30' 0" high from the top of the plinth 
to the level of the roof parapet, the north-west and south-west angles of which 
are emphasised by dwarf pavilions. The building is open on the north, south 
and west, the outer walls being shaded by a deep chtjja. Above the latter, 
can still be seen traces of the old external decoration. The inside of the hall 
is divided up by columns into three aisles, each of seven com.partments, each 
compartment being formed by four pillars some 0' 0" apart, which support 
engrailed arches langing from the back wall to the facade of the building. 
The western facade is adorjied with ten columns supporting engrailed arches. 
Set in a recess in the centre of the back wall is a marble balda- 
chino known as the S aslnman-i-zill-i-iluhi (the seat of the shadow of God), 

^ It should be remembeied that tlie shrubbeiy on the ;>outli ►'•ide of the court of 
necessity, placed further north tlian tlie original arcade, owing to the presence of the 
military road out&ide the railingij to the south. 

® Kceue. Archceology of Delhi, p. 125. 
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panelled with marble and inlaid with 2n‘ecioii3 stones. In front of this ‘djalda- 
chino stands a four- legged marble dais, measuring some 7' ()"X3' 0", said 
to have been used by the when 2 )etitioiis to the Einj^eror 

seated under the canoj^y above. A railed sj^ace, some 10' 0" in length by 30' 0" 
in width, was reserved round the '' baldacliiuo “ for the highest grandees of the 
Empire. The remainder of the liall served as anotlier reserved s|)ace for yet 
another rank of officials, while outside the Diwan-i-’Amm waii the Gidal -Bari 
(red enclosure), reserved for minor officials, the general throng attending 
the darhar standing outside this last enclosure. The hall, when Bishoj^ Heber 
saw it in 1824-1825. was full of lumber of all descriptions, broken palanquins 
and empty boxes, and the throne so co\uu‘ed with ^^ig^on's dung, that its 
ornaments were scarcely discernible.*’ 

The 2 >ietra dura work of the recess behind the baldachino is worthy 
of special notice. The original work is said to have been executed by Austin 
de Bordeaux, a renegade Eurr>pean jeweller, and the designs rej) resent flowers, 
fruit and birds in a most natural maimer. Among the other designs the 
Frenchman introduced a picture of Orpheus playing on his lute, with a lion, a 
hare, and a leojDard lying charmed at his feet. This tablet was removed after 
the capture of the Palace in 1857. and jDlaced in the South Kensington Museum 
while eleven others of the inlaid 2 >anels were also removed. They were restored 
to their original position some years ago at the instance of Jjord Curzon. It 
was fortunate that old drawings of the mosaics existed, from which it was 
possible to restore the decoration to its original form, and for this 2 >nipose an 
Italian ‘ mosaicista ^ was brought sjrecially to India and the work comjrleted 
in 1909. 

The following note taken from tlie Arclueological Survey Annual for 1902-03, 
and written by Dr. Marshall, is of sjiecial interest in this connection. 

The decoration is more j^articularly famous for the panels of black 
marble, inlaid with a Auiriety of coloured stones in designs of birds 
and flowers. These 2 )anels are the sole exanq^les in India of 
this particular form of technique. The most justly famous among 
them is one rej^resenting the figure of Oipheus sitting under a 
tree and fiddling to a circle of listening animals.^ At the time 
of the 5[utiny in 1857 a good many of these j^anels, Avhich 
are quite small, Avere 2 )h'ked out and mutilated. TweKe of them 
including the repres-mtation of Oipheus as well as four larger 
and seven smaller panels, wei’e appropriated by Captain (after- 
Avards Sir John) Jones, and sold by him for £500 to the British 
CJoA^ermnent, who deposited them in the South Kensington 
Museum. 

‘Mn 1882 all the inlay in the lower half of the back wall of the recess 
Avas restored under the supervision of Major H. H. Cole, the then 

1 A Leautifiil elm apii ut' til piiUi^hrU by ^lajor H. H. ( ’ol<* in his report 
on Delhi in the ^eiie-^ entitled the " LieNeiAatiun of National ]\louujiR!it ,'5 tn linlia." He 
also givea a general view of the baek of the throne. 


Pietra dura 
R ork. 
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Curator of Monuments in India. The work was executed with 
great care, but unhappily some of the stones employed in the 
new work matched badly with the originals. The difference 
between them is particularly noticeable in the background of 
the panels ; a gre}ffsh black Indian marble having been used to 
replace the intensely black and finely grained marble, only procu- 
rable in Italy. In some other respects also the new work is 
inferior, the designs being harsher and the technicpie coarser. 
The upper portion of the wall was not repaired by Major Cole, 
because he hoped that the panels in England might be recovered 
at some future time and it appeared inexcusable to resort to 
artificial renovation so long as the originals were known to exist 
elsewhere. During the past year (1902) a strong appeal for the 
recovery of these panels was made by the Government of India, 
and the trustees of Yictoiia and Albert ^Museums were kind 
enough to agree to their return. 

It had been hoped that the plaques would reach India in time to 
be restored for the ceremonies of the Investiture of the two Indian 
Orders held in connection with the Delhi Darbar,^ and the occa- 
sion would indeed have been an appropriate one on which to 
emblemise, by the restoration of the mosaics, the generous policy 
which the Government have now adopted towards the relics of 
anticpiity, as opposed to the proverbial vandalism of earlier da vs. 
Unfortunately the placjues did not arrive till the last days of Decem- 
ber, and their restitution had to be deferred until after the Darbar. 
Thev have now been replaced behind the throne ; and many other 
panels, also in the upper portion of the walls, have been cleaned 
of the lac with which they were covered, and their mutilated 
surfaces repolished. There still, however, remain some of the 
gaps where panels are partly or wholly missing, and these will be 
gradually filled up. as op^.ortunity offers, in accordance with the 
ancient designs. But it will take some time before the precise 
stones used can be identified and procured from Europe, and 
it will very probably be found necessary to get the panels executed 
in Florence or to obtain artists from Italy to do the work in India. 

Something remains to be said concerning the date and style of these 
placpies. Tradition has it that the decoration of the throne 
was the workmanship of Austiii de Bordeaux, the celebrated 
French artificer, who is said to have been employed by the Emperor 
Shah Jahan, both on the palace at Delhi and on the Taj at Agra. 
The figure of Orpheus, indeed, is pointed out by the native guides 
as a portrait of Austin de Bordeaux himself. The story seems 
apocryphal. Perhaps it was suggested by the obviously Italian 


1 Lord Curzou'ji Darbar of lUOo. 
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character of the panel designs ; but it should be observed that 
the black marble of their backgrounds and the majority of the 
inlaid stones are of Italian, and not Indian 2)ro vena nee and it 
is iv.t unreasonable to siij^pose, therefore, that they were not only 
designed but actually executed in an Italian studio and after- 
wards imported into this country.'' 

The arabesques on the other hand, which decorate the interspaces 
between the panels, are of puie Indian style and Indian work- 
manship without a vestige of foreign in tine nee. 3 Ir. Ilavell, 

referring to the decoration of the Delhi Throne, in a recent 
article on The Nineleenth Centm'u (HhI Ajler, lias suggested that it 
has been wronglv attributed to Shahjahan's reign and ought 
rather to be inferred to the early part of the eighteenth century. 

He rightly insists on its inferiority in point of style to that of the 
Taj at Agra, and further argues that the naturalistic representations 
of birds and animals, had they existed in the time of Aurangzeb, 
would scarcely have been left u mu ut dated by that iconoclast 
Emperor. The latter argument is not convincing, since parallel 
instances may be cited of other tigures which must often have been 
seen by Aurangzeb, yet managed to escape violation at his hands. 

Nor ought mere inferiojity of style to be pressed too far as evidence 
of date. The pietra dam of h?hahjahan's reign in the Lahore 
Eort is equally inferior to that of the Taj, and in the case of the 
Delhi Throne the task of the artists was a peculiarly dithcult one. 

The basis of this decoration was a number of square and oblong 
panels of varying sizes and of wholly unfamiliar styles. There 
are few artists who could create an harmonious design out of such 
material, and least of all a Mughal artist, tied down by the strictest 
traditions of form and colour, both alike unsuitable to the task he 
had to perform, With such limitations it is not surprising that the 
result a2)pears giotescpie. or that the arabesques, which serve to 
combine the panels into a general scheme of decoration, compare 
unfavourably in style with those of the Taj.'’ 

The European traveller Bernier has left an excellent account of the cere- 

monials for which the Diwan-i- ’ Amur was used. DiwanT- 

’Ainm. 

" During the hour and a half, or two hours, that this ceiemony (the 
durbar) continues a certain number of the loyal hoises pass 
before the throne, that the King may see whether they are well 
used and in a proper condition. The elephants come next, their 
filthy hides having been well washed and painted as black as 
ink, Avith two large red streaks from the top of the head do^yn 
to the tiunk, where they meet. The elephants are covered with 
embroidered cloth ; a couple of silver bells are suspended to the 
two ends of a massive silver chain placed over their back, and 
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white cow tails^ from Clreat Tibet, of large value, hang from the 
ears like immense whiskers. Two small elephants, superbly 
caparisoned, walk close to these colossal creatures, like slaves 
appointed to their service. As if proud of his gorgeous attire 
and of the magnificence that surrounds him. every elephant 
moves with a solemn and dignified step ; and when in front of 
the throne the driver, who is seated on his shoulder, pricks 
him with a pointed iron, animates him and speaks to him, untl 
the animal bends on one knee, lifts his trunk on high anip 
roars aloud, which the people consider as the elephant's mode of 
performing the taslbn or usual reverence. Other animals are 
next introduced ; tame antelopes kept for the purpose of fighting 
with each other Nilyaiix? or grey oxen, that appear to me 
to be a species of elk ; rhinoceroses ; large buffaloes with 

prodigious horns which enable them to contend against lions and 
tigers ; tame leopards, or panthers, employed in hunting antelopes ; 
some of the fine sporting dogs from Usbec, of every kind, and each 
dog with a small red covering ; lastly every species of the birds 
of prey used in the field sports for catching partridges, cranes, 
hares, and even it is said, for hunting antelopes, on which they 
pounce with violence, beating their heads and blinding them 
with their wings and claws. 

' Besides this procession of animals, the cavalry of one or two of the 
Onnxihs (Unwras) frec|uently pass in review before the King ; the 
horsemen being better dressed than usual, the horses furnished 
with iroii armour, and decorated with an endless variety of fan- 
tastic trappings.” 

The King takes pleasure also in having the blades of cutlasses tried 
on dead sheep, brought before him without the entrails and neatly 
bound up. Young Oinralts, Mansebdars^ and Goune-herdars^ 
or mace bearers, exercise their skiU and put forth all their strength 
to cut through the four feet, which are fastened together, and the 
body of the sheep at one blow.” 

But all these things are so many interludes to more serious matters. 
The King not only reviews his cavalry Avitli particular attention, 
but there is not, since the war has been ended, a single trooper 
or other soldier whom he has not inspected, and made himself 


1 The talk of the Tibetan ox or yak, called cliowrie.s, in connnon u^e in India. 

- The Emperor Akbar very fond of this .^poit, and in the Au}-i-A}Jjari (pj). ^\dI 

be found full details regarding the kind" of fighting deer, how they fought, together with 
elaborate regulations as to the h('ttiiig allowed on such encounters. 

® Literally blue cows," the Hindostani name being Xilgau. 

■* See the illustration of a Barkut eagle attacking a deer, from Atkinson's Siberia, at 
p. 385, Vol. I, of Yule’s Marco Polo, seconded, 1S75, and the Chajher (XATll, .same vol.) on the 
animals and birds kept by tlie Kaan for the cha-'p, 

^ Gnrz-burdar, from yurz, a Persian word signifying a mace or war-club. 
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personally ac(piaiiited with, increasing or reducing the pay of 
some and dismissing others from the service. All the petitions 
held up in the crowd assembled in the Ant-Khas (the Diwan-i- 
*A mm) are brought to the King and read in his hearing ; and the 
persons concerned being ordered to approach are examined by 
the Monarch himself, who often redresses on the spot the wrongs 
of the aggrieved party/’ 

The verandah on the first floor level at the back of the Diwan-i-h\mm and 
overlooking the garden in front of the Eang Mahal is said to have been covered 
with shell-plaster, polished like the brightness of the morning.” 

As has been previously mentioned, a gateway lay to the north of the 
Diwan-i-'Amm, leading to the first of the twin courtyards in front of the 
Diwan-i-Khass, now no longer in existence but demarcated, like the other 
court immediately in front of that building, by shrubberies and lawns. In 
the middle of the western wall of this ‘ first courtyard ' was a gate which 
gave entrance to the court of the Diwan-i-Khass, the Hall of Special 
Audience. A red cloth awning was stretched in front of this gateway and 
gave it the name of Z/7/ Pdnhth (red screen). 

The buildings on the East wall of the Fort in the enclosed 

area. 

The i\IUMTAZ iMAHAIv, now the iluseum. is the southernmost of these MOMTAZ 
buildings. Formerly one of the apartments of the Eoyal princesses, it has 
served as a Military prisord and was also used, till recently, as the Sergeants’ 

Mess, and for this purpose its original appearance had been completely 
changed. Old drawings and photos of the Fort, dating prior to the Mutiny, 
show it to have been a structure not unlike the neighbouring Eang Mahal, 
covered with white shell plaster, and with the angles of its roof emphasised 
by dwarf pavilions, the external walls being shaded by a deep chajja. The 
latter has been reconstructed and, within, some of the original glass ” deco- 
ration has been exposed. It will be noticed that the plinth of the building is 
still buried, but this is shortlv to be removed and the neighbouring ground 
laid out to the same level as the lawns to the north. Excavations made 
in I9II revealed the remains of a small marble fountain basin in front 
of the building on the east side. It was also known as the ^ Chota Eang 
Mahal ’ or ^ Khas Mahal ' and it seems not unlikely that the water channel, 
which runs through the centre of the other buildings to the north, continued 
past it also. That the space between the Mumtaz Mahal and the Eang 
Mahal was filled with buildings in the days of the last Emperor of Delhi is 
evident from old photographs taken before the Mutiny, while it is 
probable that in the days of Shahjahan, another smaller pavilion existed 


1 Carvings by tlio jn’is oners ean b(' stilj seen on the marine daclu^s. 
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RANG 

MAHAL. 


here,^ the range of arcades, which fonned the south boundary of the garden 
of the Rang Mahal, probably oontinuing through to the front of the east 
wall of the Fort; any interspaces between the buildings on the east outer 
wall would be filled with marble screens to prevent the inmates of the 
harem being seen from the low ground between the Fort and the river. 

Last of all the seraglio buildings on the river face {i.e., between the 
Mumtaz Mahal and the Asad Burj) there came the Khurd Jahan (Little 
World). Why it was so called we do not know, unless within it there were 
collected difierent flowers and trees and all that was necessary to make it like 
the world on a small scale. 

The RANG JMAHAL (Palace of Colour), so called from the coloured decora- 
tion with which it was formerly adorned, lies immediately to the north of the 
Mumtaz Mahal. The building was the largest of the apartments of the 
Royal Seraglio, and in the time of Shahjahan was known as the 
Imtiyaz Mahal (Palace of Distinction). The Court Chronicler writes of 
it that, in excellence and glory it surpasses the eight-sided throne of 
heaven and m lustre and colour it is far superior to the palaces in the 
promised paradise.’^ It is indeed to be regretted that so few traces remain 
of its former elaborate decoration. The building measures externally 153^ 
6'' by 69' 3", and. within, engrailed arches on twelve-sided piers divide the 
main apartment into fifteen bays, each 20' 0" square. These are cased 
in marble for 11' 0" of their height, the point at which the arches spring 
from plaster capitals. On the soffits of the outer row of arches can still be 
seen remains of the old gilded decoratio]i iii the form of conventional flowers. 
It is ^ aid that the original ceiling was of silver but that in the reign of Farrukh- 
siyar it was taken off to supply a pressing need/' and replaced by one of 
copper. In the reign of Akbar II this latter was also removed and a wooden 
one put up. Muhammad Salih, writing in the reign of Shahjahan, describes 
the original ceiling as being '' gilded and ornamented with golden flowers.’' 
The eastern wall is pierced by five Avindows overlooking the river, and from 
there the ladies of the zemrnta could catch a glimpse of the elephant fights 
which took place on the sandy foreshore at the foot of the walls, and of which 
the Emperor Avas an interested spectator in the adjoining Musamman Burj. 
Four of these Avindows are uoav filled Avith rectilinear tracery of a tvpe reminis- 
cent of Chinese decoration. The original glazing. Avhich has entirely dis- 
appeared, AAns probably of panes of glass of that vivid colour, still seen in 
one of the windoAvs of the Hamm an. The central windoAA" opening is enclosed 
Avith a frame of flamboyant SAAnrls, bulbous domes, and umbrella shaped finials, 
the AAhole an unpleasant foretaste of the decadence Avhich set in Avith the reign 
of Aurungzeb. At each end of the main hall are smaller chambers, surrounded 

1 Hearn, Secen Citify of Ddhi, htater, that a small pavilion known as the Small Sitting Place 
{Choti Baithn}:), amt a modern biiilcling. the JDoria (River) ^tahal oernpied this space. The 
latter building, he says, Avais more ornate than the others, and had a })ediment on the river face 
surmounted by the tigure of a bird. An old photograph of th(‘ Foit taken before the ^lutiny 
bhows a building of tliL dcbign. 

- Op. at., p, IGl. 
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with a marble dado, waist-high, the upper portions of the walls being relieved 
by conventional floral designs in plaster, set off with glass ” borders. Down Xahr-i- 
the centre of the building runs a marble water channel with a central fountain 
basin, buried, till 1908, under a modern stone floor. Ali Mardaii’s canal, tap- 
ping the Jamna some six miles above Delhi to obtain the necessary fall, fed 
the Palace with many streams of limpid water which filled the tanks, plaved 
the fountains and poured '' like a (.piick fall of stars before the illuminated 
candle inches. But of all these waterways the most favoured was the Nahr-i- 
Bihisht (Stream of Paradise) so called by Shahjahan himself.^ Falling in a 
rippling cascade down the marble chute in the Shah Biirj pavilion and flowing 
along the terrace that bordered the Hayat Baksh garden, it traversed the 
chain of stately edifices that lined the eastern Avail of the Palace — Hamman, 
DiAvan-hKhass and KhAA^abgah — silently gliding beneath the Mizan-i“Insaf,“ 
across a sun-bathed court into the cool of the Bang Mahal. Thence, still 
southAA^ard, it passed through the little Bang Mahal, Mumtaz Mahal, and 
other buildings of the Imperial zanana, sending out shoots to feed the many 
channels and fountains. As Bernier tells us, '' nearly eA^eiy chamber has its 
reservoir of running Avater at its door, on CA^ery side are gardens, delightful 
alleys, shady retreats, streams, fountains, grottoes, deep excaA^ations that 
afford shelter from the sun by day, lofty dBans and terraces on which to sleep 

cool at night. ElseAA here he says. The AA^ater oi rhe canal runs into 

the Seraglio, dhudes and intersects every part and falls into the ditches of the 
fortification."^ Still despite the spoliation of its jcAvels and the lack of dancing 
Avaters this fountain basin is by far the most charming of all those in the Fort 
and is perhaps oirly surpassed in elegance by the fountain in the Musamman 
Burj pavilion at Agra. Saiyyid Ahmad says of the Bang Mahal, '' it has a 
tank, the beauty of Avhich Iraffies description. It is made of marble and 
fashioned in such a Avay that it resembles a full bloAAur floAver. Its inlay of 
floAvers and foliage hi A^arious coloured stones has been so finelv executed that 
it is beyond the poAver of anyone to describe it. Although the tank is seven 
gaz square yet it is of veiy little depth. It is just like the palm of a hand. 

The particular beauty of this is that, aaFcii it is 'nil of rippling AA^ater, the 
foliage of the inlay Avork appears to AA^aA^e to and fro. In its centre is a 
beautiful flower like a cup of marble ; moreoA^er. on each curving poirrt and 
arched cusp, floAA^ers and leaA^es of coloured stones spring from creepiirg plants, 
and creeping plants from floAvers and leaves. Within the cirp you Avill find a 
hole through aaEicIi the Avater bubbles up from a hidden channel underneath. 

The sheet of Avater ^ailing from the edges of the cirp and the waAfing of the 
plants and floAvers under the dancuig AA^ater are nothing less than a scene of 
nragic.’’ 


1 Mamicci, Stnria do Mo<jor, Vol. I. j>. IS), .says “ tliat Shalijaliari onicreil 

some beautiful )i>]i to Le thrown into the eanal Avith linos in tht'ir iieads, ea-jh ring having 
oii(‘ 1 ‘uhv and tAvo M*ed-p<*ar]s.” ^ 

2 “ Seales of justice.*’ 

^ An-hwohxjintI AVor'i/ of India Annual 190T-11)0S, pp. 23 — 30. 
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Muhammad Salih is likewise moved to enthusiasm : In the midst of 

the Central hall is a shallow tank designed on o’eometrical principles. It is 
decorated with points and on each point there is a hole through which the water 
of life bubbles out from the jets fixed above, enhancing the pleasant- 
ness of the surroundings and the beauty of the building. The mind of mam 
on perceiving this wonder, is amazed. The channels on the four sides, fed 
from this sunlike fountain, pour their waters in the form of a cascade, into a 
basin made of one piece of marble, and on leaving this the water flows into the 
main channel running into the midst (of the gardens). The stone of this 
basin is one of the wonders of the world and came from the Makrana Quarry. 
By order of his Majesty, the basin was made square, four gaz by four gaz^ with 
a depth of one and a half gaz. It was brought by means of a hundred 
mechanical contrivances from Makrana to Shahjahanabad, a distance of one 
hundred kifroh" and placed here.*' 

The basin, to which the historian refers, stood for a long time in the Queen’s 
Gardens but was brought back in 1911 to the palace gardens and now stands 
in the centre of the large tank between the Rang i\lahal and the Diwan-i-^lmm. 
The courtyard, of which this large tank was the central feature, was formerly 
“ so extensive that it was laid out as a garden with channels dotted with jets.” 
Bishop Heber writing in the early year of the 19th century says that. all 
these were destroyed when he saw the Fort and that instead wretched houses 
had been built.” ''The gardens contained an orchard 107' gaz y 115' gaz,^ 
which was surrounded by a screen-like railing of redstone. The railing was 
decorated with two thousand finials of gold. On the three sides of the court- 
yard beautiful houses and charming arcades were built, seventeen gaz wide, 
and below the plinth of the palace, on the west side, lay this garden.*’ The 
bottom of the large central tank, which measures 120' 0" X 123' 6", is now 
grassed, owing to the impossibility of allowing water to stand there, and so 
encouraging the breeding of mosquitoes. 

The foundations of the houses and arcades, on the north and south side 
of the garden, were located by excavation and are now represented bv shrub- 
beries, as is the colonnade on the third or west side, a continuation of the pro- 
jecting block at the back of the Diwan-i-‘Amm. and thiough which the 
Emperor passed from his private apartments to the Hall of Justice. ‘‘From 
the back of the King's private entrance to the jliardl'(t^ there is an open 
gallery overlooking the garden and thence a winding stairwav leads direct to 
the colonnade below. It is easy to imagine the Emperor, wearied with the 
ministration of justice or bored by an audience of foreign embassies, seeking 
relief in the cool of the Rang Mahal, resplendent with colour and maible, and 

1 Thc.sc diiuciMons give the .size as l(C y ^fLuaIe . 4' 0" deep. Actual .size is 10' 3" x .3' 10^ 

deep. 

- Kinoli = about 2 mile??. l>i.“'taiu‘(‘ as wmv liirs between ^lakrana and iJ.-lhi is about 
18(> miles. 

3 The measurement of the gaz vaiies considerably. It is between 2'S''' find It consists 

of i\\o hart, the hart being the distance between tin' point of the eibou. mIh n bent, and the 
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musical with the subdued murmur of falling waters, and the voices of his 
chosen ladies.’’ Sayyid Ahmad states that, *• near the corners of the Eang 
Mahal were four stone kiosks which could be closed with tattis in the summer- 
time, and turned into l-Jiana/'' 

It is fortunate that the historian has added a drawing’^ of the facade 
from which we are able to learn what these kiosks were like, for no vestige of 
them now remains except their foundations. They were by no means an im- 
provement to the fa 9 ade with their pointed roofs and slender shafts. The 
drawing — more accurate than the description— shows but two of these pavilions 
at the ends of the main facade. The accuracy of Saivyid Ahmad's descrip- 
tion may also be doubted on other points ; for it appears that there Avas never 
any marble aboAm the necking of the piers and AA^hat he mistook for inlay AA^as 
painted ornament.’’ 

Erom this illustration we also learn that the arches of the fa'.ade wem 
filled in AAuth an open pardaJi screen, a2:)parently of marble, tlie traces of AAdiich 
are still to be seen ; AAdiile the ceiiti-e opening AAais further elaborated by the 
introduction of moulded columns and a triple arch. AboAm. the small screens 
AA’ere small AvindoAA^s filled AAuth jali, similar to that seen on the north and south 
fayades. Altogether, the illustration makes the AA^est front of the Mahal more 
attractive than it is iioaa" under its coat of AAdiitewashed plaster. Carr 
Stephen and Keene both erroneously describe it as being built of " grey 
sandstone." 

From the Eang Mahal the Emperor passed across a narroAV court to sc’ALES OP 
his private apartments under the arcade before the Scales of Justice. This -K^STK'E. 
facade is of AAdiite marble and noAv sIioavs no signs of liaA’ing been coloured, 
all traces having been bleached out by the blaze of sun Avliich beats fiercely 
on this Avail througliout the day. Until recently there Avas a buttress AA^all 
jutting out some 3' 0" into the court at the Avest angle. A careful inspection 
showed that neither this wall nor the one on a corresponding position on the 
north side of the Khas Mahak^ ^\SiS structurally necessary, and as they Avere of 
obviousK modern construction, the core being of modern bricks. theA" Avere 
demolished. It AA^as then discoAmred that considerable traces of colour re- 
mained high up the AAnll Avhere the protecting cliajjn had cast its shadoAV. 

From this it is safe to presume that the elaborate painted decoration of the 
interior originally extended to the exterior of the building, and I believm this 
instance to be unique."' 

The folloAving account of these buildings has been taken from Carr Stephen's tasBIH 
Arcliffologji of Delhi . — '' Corresponding to the Eoyal Baths, and on the south 
of the DiAATin-i-Kliass, is a suite ot rooms, built throughout of marble and oAH AND 
divided into tAAm ecpial parts by the marble canal already desci ibed. BetAveen BAITHAK. 


^ A kind of coars^e from which aiv made. 

2 The original draAviug may bu nfvii in the ^lu^muu. 

^ Op. cit. 

^ Another name for the collection of rcoinsi kno\Mi as tlie Ta>hih Khaiiali. Khwabgih, and 
Baithdk. 

5 Op. cit. 


0 
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The Mughal 
room 


these rooms and the Diwan-i-Khass. the pavement is of marble and is about 
4G feet wide/' 

The Tasbih Khanahd Klnvabgah- and Baithak^ form one building ; the 
former consists of a row of three rooms facing the Diwan-i-Ivhass : a second 
row of three rooms behind this is known as the Khwabgah and the adjoin- 
ing hall, which is about half the width of the Khwabgah. was indiscrimin- 
ately called the Baithak or the Tosliali Khanah (Ward Kobe). The 
three apartments together may be ecpial in size to the Diwan-i-Khass/' At 
the suggestion of the Hon. Hr, \y. H. Hailey, Chief (.Commissioner of Delhi, 
two of the western apartments are now furnished in the Mughal manner 
so that visitors to the Palace may be able to repicture the interior arrange- 
ments of a room during this period. *' There is iiothing particular to notice 
either in the Tasbih Khanah or the Baitliak ; tlie Khwabgah. however, 
deserves more than passing attention. As already stated, it i.s tlie name 
of the three rooms in the centre ol: the building ; tlie middle looiu is about 
45 feet by 18 feet, those on its east and on its ^yest are about lialf its size. 
The three rooms communicated with one another througli arched doors in 
the centre room : the walls were at one time iidaid with precious stones 
which were pillaged by the attendants of the court and have recently been 
repaired witli great success.^ Li the northern and southern walls of the 
centre room thei-e are arched doors covered with marble screens, and under 

the arches there are iiwcriptions of historical fame the work of 

8adiillah Klian. tlie ^Yazlr of 8ha]iiahan. On the outer eastern face of the 
door of tills room thej’e is another iusciiptiou, which is also said to be the 
work of the same author.'' 

English translation of the inscription on the southern Arch. — Praise be to 
God ! how beautiful are these painted mansions and how chaiming arc these 
residences : a part of the high heaven. "When 1 say the high-minded 
angels are desirous of looking at them, if people from different parts and 
directions (of the world) should come (here) to walk round them as (they walk) 
round the old house (Krihali), it woidd be right ; and if tlie beholders of the 
two worlds should run to kiss their higlily glorious tliresliold as (they kiss) 
the black stone (of Kaholt), it vcould be proper. The commencement of this 
great fort, which is higher than the palace of tlie heavens and is the envy of 
the wall of Alexander ; and of these pleasant edifices and of the garden of 
Hayat Bakhsh, wdiich is to these buildings as the soul is to the body, and 
the lamp to an assembly ; and of the pure canal, the limpid water of which 
is to the person possessing sight as a w'orll-reflecting mirror, and to the wise 
the imveilei of the secret world ; and of the water-falls, each of which you 
may say is the whiteness of the dawjx or a tablet of secrets of the Table and 
the Pen (of Fate) ; and of the playing fountains each of which is a hand of 
light." 

^ Llace wheie tiic piai^c,s oi (''(mI ; n* recounted jjy tie* telling of beads 

- House of di earns. 

® llaco 'uliere people meet Ax and converse. 

* Mr. Can ►Stephen wrote hi- bouk in 1S7(;. 
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English translation of the Inscription on the Northern Arch. — Rising 
to shake hands with the inhabitants of heaven, or they are bright pearls 
alighting to reward the inhabitants of the earth ; and of the tanks, full of the 
water of life (and) in its purity the envy of the light and the sun, announced 
on the r2th Zilhij in the 12th holy year of the ascension, corresponding to 
1048 A. IL, the delightful tidings of happiness to the people of the world. 
And the completion of it which was effected at the expense of 50 lac^ of 
rupees, on the 24th Eabiii-l-Awal in the 21st year of the auspicious ascension 
corresponding to 1058 A. H., by the glory of the happy feet of the sovereign 
of the earth, the lord of the world, the founder of these heavenly, pleasant 
mansions, Shihabu-d-din IMuhammad, the second Lord of felicity, Shahjahan, 
the king cham])ion of faith, opened the d()(n‘ of favour to the people of the 
world/' 

English tmnslation of the verses* on the wall. — • 

3Iay the Emperor of the world. Shahjahan, by his good fortune, the 
second Lord of felicity, 

'■ In the royal palace, with great magnificence, ever be like the sun on 
the sky, 

■* As long as foundation is indispensable with this building, 

May the palace of his good fortune touch the highest heaven. 
AVoiiderfiilly charming is this adorned palace, 

A paradise embellished with hundred beauties. 

Dignity is a sign to represent its greatness. 

Felicity is in the embraces of its hall, 

(Incomplete) 

(Incomplete.) 

'• Whoever rubbed his head sincerely with its foot, 

Ilis honour increased, like (the swelling) of the (river) Jun (Jamna) 

When time erected its wall. 

It set a mirror before the face of the sun. 

The face of its wall is so decorated, that it demands from the painters of 

“ China a fee for showing its face. 

Time extended such an (affectionate) hand over its head (was so favour- 
able to it). 

That the sky borrowed height from it. 

■* In its playing fountains, and river-like tank. 

’■ The sky washed its face with the water of the earth. 

’■ As it is the seat of a just King. 

8o it is the King of all other buildings.*’ 

Count Von Orlich, visiting Delhi in 1843, says that '' before the entrance to 
the residence of the Great Mogul, a pair of scales are suspended over a stone 
seat, to indicate that justice alone is administered in these apartments. As 
we enteied the halls which lead to the King's apartments we saw a rhapsodist, 
wdio was sitting before the bed chamber of the Great Mogul, and relating tales 

1 111'' inspection i- oljliteiated and is no more to be found. 

c 2 
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MUSAMMAX 

BURJ. 


in a loud voice. A simple curtain Avas hung betv^'een him and the King, who 
was lying on a couch and whom these tales were to lull to sleep. 

Adjoining the eastern wall of the IvliAA^abgah, and overlooking the 
river, is the domed balcony (also known as the Burj-i-Tila or Golden Tov^er) 
AA^hich Bernier, aa^io, hoAA^ever, had never seen it, praised so extraA^agantly. It is 
octagonal in plan and roofed by a dome, once cased in gilded copper and now 
coA'ered Avith lime plaster. Three out of the eight sides of this room are cut 
off by the KhAvabgah, and of the remaining fiA^e sides which oA^erlook the 
rh^er, four are filled Avith marble screens ; in front of the fifth, which is in 
the middle of the Burj. there is a small coA^ered balcony, added by Akbar II, 
who also engraA^ed Iaa^o inscriptions on its arches. 

English trail slat ion of the first inscription : 

Praise and thankfulness are Avorthy of the Lord of the AAmrld, 

Who made such an Emperor the King of the age ; 

Who is descended from a royal father and grand- father, up to Timur, 

(And is) protector of the Avorld, haAung his court (as high as) sky, 
and soldiers (as numerous as) stars. 

MTiinu-d-dln Abu-n-nasr Akbar, Ghazi, 

King of the world, conqueror of the age. and shadoAV of God. 

On the face of Musa in man Burj, built ancAv such a seat that the sun 
and the moon fixed (scaatT) their eyes on it. 

Sayyidu-sh-S!>lmara AAns ordered for its date. 

So that the black letters, Avritten. may remain on the AALite (ground). 

The Sayyid AATote the chronogram of this building. 

MaA" the seat of Akbar ^ah be of exalted foundation. The year 
i223.’’ 

English translation of the second inscription : 

0 (thou who hath) fetters on your legs, and a padlock on your 
heart, beware ! 

‘‘ And 0 (thou) whose eyelids are seAAui up, and whose feet are deep in 
the mire, beAAnre ! 

Thou art bound towards the west ; but thou hast turned thy face to 
the east. 

0 traveller ! Thou hast turned thy back on thy destination, beware 

The eunuchs,^’ says Bernier, AA^iting of the Musamman Burj, speak 
with extraA^agant praise of a small toAA^er, facing the rWer, AAkich is covered 
with plates of gold in the same manner as the toAA’ers of Agra ; and its azure 
apartments are decorated Avith gold and azure, exquisite paintings and magni- 
ficent mirrors.*’ 

A projecting hurj of this type on the east Avail AA^as a common feature 
of the Mughal palace and is found at Agra and Lahore. Erom it the 
Emperor used to appear to the throngs gathered below the Fort, while at 

1 Travels la India, Von OrhrJi^ Vol. IF, p. 25, 
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Agra Jahangir caused a rope of bells to be suspended between the hurj and 
the ground below, for the use of suppliants. 

The clarshan or ^ showing ’ ceremony was considered a most impor- The Dnrshaa 
tant procedure and was observed daily by the earlier Mughal Emperors/ 

In a court where an Emperor’s life was in hourly danger such a ceremony 
w^as the only sign by which his subjects knew whether he was alive. We 
read of one Emperor being even carried to the jhtrohi on his sick bed rather 
than omit the observance of the d(U'>ih(in. It is interesting to note that the 
ceremony was revived at the Coronation Darbar, Their Imperial Majesties 
King George V and Queen Mary appearing from the balcony of the Musamman 
Burj to the crowd gathered on the ground between the Fort and the river. 

The KJiizri gate below it has already been commented upon. 

The original dome of the Musamman Burj was of ipiite different section 
to the present one and was, as stated above, covered with copper. The latter 
was removed after the Mutiny, together with the copper coverings of the pavi- 
lions at the corners of the roof of the Diwan-i-Khass and sold by the Prize 
Agent. 

The DIWAN-I-KHASS was also known as the Shah Mahal (Royal Palace). 

It, like the Diwan-i-’Amm, had a courtyard in front of it to the west, enclosed 
by colonnades. The entrance to the court vard, nearest the Diwan-i- 
Khass and known as the J'dan Khr/na (Abode of Splendour) was on the west, 
and was kept screened by a red curtain, the Lai Pardah. In this court the 
Umdras and nobles of highest rank were wont to wait on the Emperor. It 
was, together with the lesser court, which lay immediately to the west, 
removed after the Mutiny, but from old plans and ample evidence forthcoming 
in the excavations, it has been possible to lay out the present lawns and 
shrubberies so as to demarcate with accuraev their former aligimient 

The hall is 90' 0" in length and G7' 0" in width and stands on a plinth P 6" 
in height. Eergusson considers it " if not the most beautiful, certainly the 
most highly ornamented of all fShahjahan's buildings." The central chamber 
measures 48' 0" by 27' 0". The ceiling is flat and supported by engrailed arches. 

^ Pietra dura ’ work is freely used on the lower portions of the arch piers, the 
upper portions being treated with gilding and painting, A marble water 
channel, the same Nahr-i-Bihisht. 12' 0" in width, runs thiough the centre 
of the hall. The marble dais is said lo have supported the famous peacock 
throne of Shahjahan, value<l at some six million sterling, and which was 
removed by Nadir Shah in 1739. Over the arches at the south end of the 
central chamber will be noticed the famous inscription ‘‘If there is a paradise 
on the face of the earth, it is this, it is this, it is this," 

This building is perhaps bound up more closely than any other with the 
history of the Mughal Empire. The favouiite resort of the Emperor who built 
it, it witnessed in turn the heyday and the decline of the house of Timur. 

Here, in 1716, the Scottish Surgeon Gabriel Hamilton, who cured the 
Emperor Farrukhsiyar, on the eve of his marriage, w'as rew'arded by permis- 
sion of his employers to estabhsh a factory and to maintain a territory 
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of 38 towns on the banks of the Hiighli, which was the foundation of the 
‘ Presidency of Fort William/ and all that has once sprung therefrom.'*^ 

In it Nadir Shah received the submission of Muhammad Shah (Mughal 
Emperor 1719 — 1748) in 1739, and de^uived him of the most valuable treasures 
of his ancestors. The predatory hordes of Jats, Marathas and Eohillas. which 
harassed in turn the last Emperors of the line, despoiled it of its remaining 
treasures, while it is said to have been the place wherein the aged Shah Alam 
was bhnded by the brigand Ghulam Qadir. In it Lord Lake was thanked for 
dehvering the tottering empire from the house of Scindhia, while in May 1857 
the mutineers chose it as the edifice wherein to proclaim Bahadur Slnih II 
once more Emperor of Hindustan, all unwitting that some seven months 
later he was to be tried in the same hall for his life. 

In earher times it was known as the Shah Mahal or Daulat Khanad-Khass 
and even, by a misnomer, as Ghasl Kliuna,'^ Abdul Hamid Lahoii, Shah- 
jahan^s court chronicler, tells us the purpose of such a hall, and the names 
by which it was known ; — 

The Daulat Khana-i-Khass, by the wonderful art of expeit artists 
and astonishing ciaftsmen, has been built between the :ny/e/n/ 
apartment and the Diwan-i-b\nnn, and the Loixl, Possessor of 
the world, after leaving the Diwan-i-b\nim, honours that delightful 
house, and reposes on the royal throne. Here certain im 2 )ortant 
affairs of state, which are not known except to confidants and 
court favourites, are settled by the problem-solving attention 
of the Emperor's heaven-like court, and angel-like power.^' 

As this prosperous house adjoins the Hammam. it is therefore known 
by the name of Ghusl-Khana (a name which was given to such 
buildings in the time of His Majesty Akbar). I]i the {present) 
auspicious reign it is called Daulat Khana-i-Kliass."^ 

Bernier states that ‘‘ few are suheied to enter " the Diwand-Khass ; the 
Vmdras were received therein by the King every evening, as in the morning at 
the Diwan-i~‘Amm, and were they remiss " in attendance something was 
retrenched from their pay. 


1 Keene. Handbook to Delhi, p. J34. The author addb that Dr. BuUeed, hi ‘AWJloe'. of oM 
C'akutta, discredits this and endeavours to shoAV that the ^tory has very link, if anv, foundii' 
tion m fact.** 

“ jMamicei refers to the Diwan-i-Khass as the Ohud Khat>ii hi the fonowing pa^^age. 

Four horses, ready saddled for cniei '-eni'y, aie ke}»t near tlie dooi of tlu (Uui^l Khana, 
the place where auclionie yiwn and ju^tiee dkpen-ed.*' Kkewdieiv This 

piincc (Shah Alain) held me in sucli atiectiou that he gjanled me ])enni-.>ion to enter 
the Ghiiil Khano, wdiieh is a seriet plat;o Avheie the MM-ond aiu lienee k ^iven and 
the eouneil sits. Into it only the piincipal Lords and oftieeis ot the court elite]'.” 
Eeferrhig to the Royal ef^tablishment Uanuroi says that ‘'there is an oUieer st^led 
Darogha Do C'ossa Choqui (Daro^ha ot tlie KliVi> c-hauki ), that i>, olhcer of the ehaseii 
sentinels ; the reason is that the company to w'liich this name is gi\eu are all i>icked 
men and of the noblest families. Uidinarily they number -j-,0U0 horsemen. This 
officer has charge of the Gliusal Cana (CUuisal Khaiiah;."’ 

2 220; Vol. I, Pail 11, p. 237. Also Arnol-i'^alih, 

fols. 579'SO. 
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The decoration of its ceilini^ is hiahly praised by native historians as well 
as bv European travellers, lluhaminad 8alih says, that 9 lacs were spent 
on it.i 

Sayyid Ahmad has the following account of this chamber : — 

To the north of the Khwabgah, a big square {cIkujI:), is to be seeir, 
and to the east of this, is a platform 11- gaz high. In its centre is 
built the Diwan-i-Khass Palace. 

Through its centre there Hows the chaimcl, called Xahr-i-Bihisht, 
which is -1 gaz wide. In the middle of this edifice, another room 
18 gaz in length and 10 g(.(z in bjeadth, is made by erecting scprare 
columns vcith a platiorm in the centre. Cornelians, corals, and 
other precious stories are inlaid in the dado in which flowers and 
foliage have also been carved.'' 

^‘Eroin dado to ceiling it is ornamented with golden work. Its win- 
dows on the river side are closed by finely carved screens, the per- 
forations of wliieli are Idled with glas'^. To the west of this there 
is a courtyard, 70 gaz by GO gaz. round which rooms and arches 
of red sand-stone have beerr built, and to the west of this is arr 
entrance which was connected with the Diwan-i-'Amm by a pas- 
sage. In front of the entranee a red curtain is fixed uj). At the 
time when the darhiir is held, all the peifunn the ceremony 

of obeisance from this place. There is another gateway to the 
north of this courtyard leading to the Hayat Bahkhsh Garden, 
and to the south is a gateway leading to the entrance of the Eoyal 
Harem. In front of the central arch of this building, towards 
the courtyard, a marble balustrade is erected. It is known by 
the name of ChiiaJJaindt-l-Bunia-i-Kliass. Its ceiling was of pure 
silver, but in the raids of the Marathas and Jats it was torn 

Ahmad 8hah's contemporary lii>torian says that, it was from olf the 
Diwari-i-Kliass that Badii,^ on account of his mean nature and the narrowness 
of his mind, took the silver of itscLuling. and turned it into money. Keene 
{Handbook to Delhi, p. loi) states that the original ceiling was silver inlaid 
with gold at a cost of 39 lacs of rupees, which when looted and melted down 
by the Marathas in 1700 realized 28 hies. He adds in a footnote that this act 
of spoliation was perpetrated by them under 8asadlva Eao Bhao, and in- 
I7GI, Ahmad Shah Durrani inflicted on them a crushing defeat at Painpat. 
The hall had previously been despoiled in 1757 by Ahmad Shah, who among 
other plunder, took back with him a Hughal Princess as consort. 


^ t)/>. C it , tol. asa. 

“ Aih‘iri‘-sS(ti>Odi(h rawi’poiv. 1004. (‘iiaptfr II, pp. 41-42. 

^ (Uio of tlie ot tJv* 

Kltaain'ilt-i-A tnira}' . Ghulaui ’Ah B’djiOnn. Cdwiipoix*, lUOO, ]). J04. 
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PEACOCK 

THRONE. 


The following excellent description of the famous PEACOCK THEONE 
{Takht-i-TausY is given in the Badshah Kamah. 


Since from time immemorial and year in year out, various jewels 
of great price, each of them worthy to be an ear-ring for Venus 
and to be set in the belt for the sun, were kept in the Imperial 
Treasury ; it had occurred to the inspired mind (of the Emperor), 
in the early years in the beneficent reign, that the collection of 
such rare presents and accumulation of so many precious things, 
was only meant for the adornment of the Emjnre, and to increase 
its ornamentation. Therefore, they ought to be made use of in 
such a place that spectators might enjoy the world-eiih’ghtening 
beauty of the produce of the ocean and the mine, and thev should 
also be an added lustre to the Palace. Orders were issued that 
all kinds of rubies, diamonds, pearls and emeralds, the value of 
which was estimated at two hundred /ac.s- of rupees, and in addition, 
those in the charge of the provincial treasury officers, should be 
brought for His Majesty's inspection, excepting only the Emperor's 
personal jewels, kept in the jewel office of the heaven-like palace.’’ 

“ Great and valuable jewels, the weight of which was fifty thousand 
mithqitlY and the price of which was eightv-six lacs of rupees, 
were selected and entrusted to Bebadal Khan,^ the Superinten- 
dent of the goldsmiths' office, in older that the jewels might be 
studded in a slab made of one lac of tolas of pure gold, which is 
ecjual to two hundred and fifty thousand mltliqals, and the price 
of wliich was fourteen lacs of rupees. This slab was 3| by 2.V 
imperial gaz with a height of 5 gaz.'" 

'' It was desired that the inside of the ceiling of the throne should be 
mostly enamelled, and the rest set with jewels, and that the out- 
side should be adorned Avith rubies and other precioirs stones. 
It was to be supported by tAvelve emerald coloured columns. 
Above the ceiling two images of peacocks, set in bright gems, were 


lySome vvnters place the peacock throne in the Di\w'in-i--Aimn. Cair Stephen, however, 
\i> of tho opinion that the throne btood on the marble taWit at prc'.ent in the DiwTin-i-Khass! 
Beinier, on the contrary, dc'^enbe^ the throne and in hi:, de^ciiptiun sa\s at the lout of the throne 
were assembled all the Omrahs in splendid ap])arel upon an e^tradu burruuuded bv a silver 
lailing. Later he adds, with lelerence to the couit outside the building in which the throne 
stood, “ as to the arcade galleries round the court e\eiy Cntont had received orders to decorate 
one of them at his own cx]jen-e, and there a^ipeared a spirit of emulation who should best acquit 
himself to the Monarch’s sath fact ion.” ^ 

Consequently all the arcades and galleries were covered liom top to bottom with brocade 
and the pavements with rich carpet',.’’ The couityard of the Diwaa-i-‘Amm would seem to be 
here referred to. Tavernier say^ * the Great Mogul had seven niagnilicent thrones and that the 
priiK'ipal throne stood in tlie hall of the fir,t court ’ ; the Diw au-i-‘Amin. 

^ The jniiliqal iiS a weight equal to ly draui'-. 

'^This mention of the ofiiecr to ^^h()m the work was entrusted ^hows that the statement 
of Mr. Bereftford in hL Guide to Delhi that the Tin cm* w as planned and executed under the 
supervision ot Austin de Bordeaux,” (^ee Garr Stephen, Archceoloqi/ of Dtlhi, p. 231) is not 
substantiated by native hhtoiians. For Bebadal Khan v. MaCitluru-l-rmra'a vol T 
pp. 405-408. ’ * 
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to be made, and between them a tree of rubies, diamonds, emeralds, 
and pearls was to be fixed. To ascend the throne three steps, 
studded with beautiful gems, were to be prepared.’’ 

“ In the course of seven years this heaven-like throne was com 2 )leted 
at the cost of a hundred lacs of rupees, which is equal to three 
hundred and thirty three thousand tumans^ of Iraq, and to foui 
crore JJidni, current in Transoxania [Mdvdraun-Nahar).'''' 

Of the eleven slabs covered with jewels and erected romad the throne 
for leaning against, the central one, on which the Emperor, a 
Solomon in rank, leans, by placing on it his truth-seeking hand, 
was estimated at ten lacs of rupees. And of the jewels set in the 
throne, there was a ruby in the centre, valued at one lac of rupees, 
which Shah Abbas, “ King of Persia, liad sent to his late Majesty^ 
as a present by the hand of Zanbil Beg. His late Majesty (Shah 
Abbas) had sent it by 'Allanu Afzal Khan to the world-conquer- 
ing Emperor, His Majesty, the second Lord of the happy conjunc- 
tion, as a reward for subduing the Deccan. At first, the sublime 
name of His Majesty, the Lord of happy conjunctioiD, the pole 
of the Faith a}id of Eeligion, and that of Mirza Shah Eukh, and 
Mirza Ula^h Beo-, were written over it. After some time it fell 
into Shah Abbas’ hand, who also put his name on it, and when 
it was received by His late Majesty, he added his own name with 
that of his illustrious father. Xow it has received fresh light and 
brightness, and inestimable adornment from the exalted name 
of the King of the seven climes, and the Emperor of throne and 
Crown.’’ 

‘‘ The following poetry, composed by Hctji Muhammad Khan Qudsi'', the 
last line of which gives the date, was written by the order of the Emperor, 
on green enamelled work inside the throne : — 

1. ‘‘How auspicious is the Imperial throne. 

“ AVhich has been made ready by Divine help. 

2. “On the day when heaven desired to construct it, 

“ It first melted the gold of the sun. 

3. “ By the order of the Emperor, the azure of the heaven 

“ was exhausted on its decoration. 


^ Tumdn, a myriad : a Mini ot intiney ec}ual to 10,000 arabio mIvci’ (lraluna.s (wliiuh aie 
about onc-third leys than tho^e ot the and ecjiuvalent to fifteen dollar^ and a half. 

- Shah Abbas II ot Persia. (A.D. 1585 — 1028). He wa-s a eontemporaiy of the Emperor 
Jahangir. 

^ The words Jdnnut Mulauii are found in the text. It was a term used for Jalningir after 
his death and literally means, “nestling in paradise." 

^ He refers to Timur who is ealled ’* Sahih Qirdn Here the word titan i is printed by mis- 
take. 

® Qndsi is his poetical name. Ho was Maliku-ih^^ltuard in Slu'dijahaifs time, and died 
in A.H. 1055 (A.D. 1045). ^eo Biographical Dictionary, T. W. Beale, London, 1894. 
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4. A'Miat is the use of gold or of jewels but to decorate this throne ? 

‘ It was the secret of the produce of ocean and mine. 

5. On account of its ruby which is beyond value, 

The heart of the red-hpped beloved is uneasy. 

6. ••'Crowns, set with jewels, and rings, holding jewels in their eyes^ 

waited for long (in the hope that they) might be set in its 
supports. 

7. •• The world had become so short of gold on account of its use in 

the throne, 

•• That the purse of the earth was empty of treasure. 

8. • Should the sky succeed in reaching the hjot of tiie throne. 

It will offer to it the sun and moon as a gift. 

9. •• The august personage who rubbed his head on its base. 

Had to add the heaven as a step to (approach) the throne. 

10. •■ The tribute of ocean and mine is its robe. 

The shadow of it is (hke) the shelter of the Divine throne and 
seat. 

11. -'It is decorated with various jewels. 

•• Its every particle is a lamp to the world. 

12. ‘'In its sides there are flowers of azure-like colour, 

•• Shedding light like the lamp from Mount Sinai. 

13. •’ As his (Solomon's) hand could not reach it. 

He set the precious stt>ne of his ring on its .steps. 

14. •■ A dark night by the lustre of its rubies and pearls. 

Can lend stars to a hundred skies. 

15. •• As it kisses the foot of Shahjahan, 

•' So its rank is above the heavens. 

IG. '' The bestower of the world, and the prosperous king, 

•• Spends the tribute of the Avhole earth on one throne. 

17. ••' Almighty Allah who exalted the heaA^enly Throne and Seat, 

•• Can make such a throne, through His Dhine Tower. 

18. ■• As long as a trace remains of existence and space, 

•' Shahjahan shall continue to sit on the throne. 

19. May such a throne be his seat cA^ery day, 

AVhich has the tribute of seAmn climes under one of its steps. 

20. '•' ^Vhen the tongue asked the heart for its date. 

It lephed, This is the throne of tlie Just Emperor."'- 

The chronogram '' gives the date A. IL 1044 

(A.D. 1634). 


1 /.fe., tlic suekotis for the jeweld. 

“ Bfidsliuh yamaJf, vol. 1, Part II, TS*Si. ALo &l‘C ilaaihiru-l-Umaia, a^oI. I, x-g- 
4U5-40S. 
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It is well known that the Peacock Throne was taken to Persia^ by Xaclir 
Shah in A. H. 1152 (A. D. 1739).- Tavernier piiced it at 100. 500.000 francs 
or £0,4-0,000 sterling. The white marble dais, on which it is said to have 
rested, was removed from the central room during the visit ot the Prince of 
Wales in 1870 and placed in the east aisle of the hall where it now stands. 
{Archceology of Delhi, Keene, p. 131.) 

^ Alirzfi Muhammad Mahdi. Taflkh Jo ha a Ku.:^hai Stuhri. Bombay, p. 242. Al^o 
Mnathhu-l-V }nara, voi. I, p. 4US. 

“ The iollo'wuig extract from Pc/i'/a (hid the Pi-rslan qihstioa bv the Huu. G. X. Curzoii, m.p., 
will dis^jel at unee the idea tliat tlie Peacock Tliruiie of tlie ’ (-rreat Mo^^uL otill extant : — 

‘‘111 thh dilemma, ])ut with tlie crow'in:^ coiuictioii that the modern Takht-i-Taous 
had a ^ery ^shadow'v <'oijneetion, if any ,tt all, with tiie x^lmalered treasures ot 
Delhi, I turnetl to ( onteinporaucmr^ iec(jid.'- i tound in Mah'olm. {History of 
PfrsifL V(»l. ii. p. o7), that Nadir Shah w'a-a "ju fond of tlu' leal Peaeoek Throne of 
tlie Great .Mo^ul that he had an exai t duplu ate of it made in other jctvols. 
Thi-^ left tw'O Peaco<4t Throne^ to be demoli-hed between hi':) death and the end 
of the last eentuiy, a eatastiophe which m the anarchy and violence of iho'^c 
timoh. would have ijcen in itself no unlikely ucciuTence ; but it left the Takht-i- 
Taous unexplaincLl, a*:) umler no cJicuiU'^tancLS could the latter be de.^ciibed as 
duplicate ot Ta\tiniei.N oiiyinaL Now', how'ever, I came ados', a pa')^5a;^e in 
Pra'-er'ti ’ Khoj-a-^an ' in w4iii h he menUou*' that an t)ld Kurd t«>ld liim in iS22, 
that '"when Nadir '^luih Wed murdered aiid lui^ camp plundered, the Peacock 
Throne and the Tent ot P(‘arG tell into our hand-s, and trere torn m pieces and 
divided on the .^pot/ Any Kurd miedit eenainly have been tinsted to handle 
ftiuh an obje( t a^s tlie Peaccick Throne in the tiiiceicmonioub manner here 
descilbed, and, a^s.-iUmiiiL;' the vciacity of tiu-^ particular Kur.l, 1 witne<">ed wuth 
??ome deli'^ht the dka])peaiance of the ical Peacock Throne or one of the two, 
from the ^cene. 

A idiia^e in Motiei's account liad uoav fret me tliinkin^ that the Takhtd-TaoU'r at Teliran 
niUfrt be a nic>dcin ."tniLturc after all." 

“ In the >ame pa>>age w'lin h X iia^c quoted m a footnote, he adiG : ‘ It [Lc., the throne) is 
said to have co^t lOU.UUU tomans ’ (equivalent at the beeinnine of the century to about 
lOUjOUOL)* hcicin dcaily implyin4 that an ai count or a tiadition of its co.-rt pit*vaiied 
at Teliian, whnh was fat jnoic likely to be the ca-ru teitli a ntwV than with an old 
labile, and which wa^-r extiemclx unlikclv to have been the ca^'u with an object cairied 
off in ]»lundcr fjom a remote lountiy sexeuty xeai'b before. At thi" sta^e, a<tcord- 
in^ly, I referied my ciouhts ior >olution to Tehran itself, and aft'U an int(U’\ml of ^ome 
weeks wU'r iuteie-tf d and (I may uuih lej'-i- ed to hear, on the authority of the 
Grand \hzkr an<l the loiniei MinGt< r for porei-^n Atiair.s.f that, as 1 su.specncd, the 
Takht-i-Taous is not an Indian tliiom* at all. It xva^ constructed by Mohammed 
Husein Khan, t^adr or (Kij;h Priest) ct Idaliuii, for Path Ali Shah when the latter 
inairied an lAahan yuun^ laxly, vho-c pojjular bobihiuet, lor voiuo unexplained 
rea^jon, wai» Taous Khanum, or the Pt acock lady. The Kin^ is further said to hax'e 
been sc much <lelmhte<l with the tlomie, that it xvas made a remarkably prominent 
featuie in the ccrcmonk" that commonly en-ue upon mariia^c. Here, therefore, 
at one fell swoop, to2>plt <lown tile xvhoh cd tlu ifulhanl hypothe^H, wliich ha^ su:.- 

tamed scores of xvriters. and piovrhd uiea* nal tor page') ot glowing rhetoric. Prom 
the same authorities i kanied that the oii'^inal Peacock Teronc ot Nadir yShah (/.c,, 
tlic survix or of the tw'o tacsimile''j xx'as discox ered in a biokeii dow'ii and piecemeal 
eondition by Avha Mohammed bhah. who extuu led it along xvith ma.ny t)ther of the 
.oiicjueror'.s jcwvels hx biutal toiturc tioin hi? blind giand'-on .'Shall, Rukh, at Meshed, 
and tlieii had tlie je< ox eu*d poitions ol it mada* up into the thione of modern shape 
and style, whieh noxx stands at the end of the new Museum in the xialatc at Tehran 
and to wijieh 1 hax'e alluded in my description of that apartment. In this eliair, 
ihereloi’c, arc to be found the sole suixuving remnants of the Great MogiiPs Peacock 
Throne, and the wedding present ot Path All l^hah must descend irom the position 
whieli it has usurped in the nairatix e ot ex cry wiiter in this century, xvithout excep* 
tion, who has alluded to it. ’ 

* I understand, lioxxever, that it is now valued at nearly 20D,000£. 

t When 1 XX as m Tehran i had in vain a'.ked the same quedions of the custodian oi the treasury, and of 
xciy rcisiuii odicial whom! met but without eUcituig any sau&uctoiy response. 
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The entrance to the HAMMAM or baths faces the north wall of the Diwan- 
i-Khass, the two rooms on either side being said by tradition to have been used 
as baths for the royal children. The baths consist of three main apartments 
divided by corridors, the pavements, reservoirs, vapour slabs and walls, 
waist high, being of marble inlaid with vari- coloured stones. The apartment 
facing the river was known as the Aqab-i~Hammam, the apartment wherein 
garments were removed, and contains three fountain basins, one for the use of 
the rose-water spray ” being of especial interest. The marble lattice work of 
the window still exists, as do some of the old panes of coloured glass, too vivid 
in tone to be artistic. In the next apartment there is a central basin only. 
This could be used for hot or cold baths as desired. A marble couch of pleas- 
ing design still remains to show the character of the fittings such chambers 
contained. The westernmost compartment, used for the hot baths only, 
possesses a vapour slab of singular beauty, the heating arrangements being 
in the west wall. Light was admitted to these two apartments by windows 
of stained glass as in the case of the east compartment. According to Shah 
Nawaz Khan, the warm bath was inlaid with precious stones and the square 
cold water reservoir, for adjoining, had a jet of gold at each of its four corners^. 
The baths were a favourite resort of the Mughal Emperor and in them business 
of a most important character was often transacted. Sir Thomas Roe visited 
Jahangir in the Hammani in the palace at Agra. In the cold season they were 
also used, being warmed by means of stoves. Saiyyid Ahmad states that the 
Hammam in the Palace at Delhi were never used after the reigns of Shahjahan 
and Aurangzeb. He adds that 125 ‘)^Kiunds of firewood were required to 
heat them. 

The body of the 510TI MASJID or Pearl Mosque measures some 40' O'" X 
30' 0" and from floor to roof, 25' 0". Engrailed arches standing on a plinth, 
3|- feet high, support the roof of the building. The marble dome 5 have 
replaced the original ones, originally covered with gilded copper. This shared 
the same fate after the Mutiny (during which the mosque was damaged by a 
gun-shot) as that AYhich covered the dome of the Musamman Burj, and the 
chattris of the Diwan-i-Khass. The present marble domes, which were added 
after the Mutiny, are unfortunately out of proportion to the building. The 
original copper domes appear to have been considerably smaller. Carr 
Stephen gives 1070 A. H. (1G59 A.D.) as the date of this building, while the 
contemporary historian of Aurangzeb gives 1073 A. H. as the date of the 
completion of the main stiucture, the decoration being finished a yeai later. 
Shahjahan seems to have built no place of worship in the Port ancl was wont 
to repair to the Jami Masjid. The devout Aurangzeb, however, ‘‘always,” 

as the historian says. “ inclined to attend devotions, wished that, near 

the private bed-chamber, a small mosque should be built, and a graceful place 
of worship erected, so that at various times of the day and night, after a short 
walk from the blessed bed-chamber to the sacred place of worship, he might 


1 Archceologjj of Delhi. Keene, p. 130. 
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partake of the service of holy God and the worship of the Lord of Lords’ 
at his ease, and without the trouble of a retinue or Iona journey. Therefore 
to the north of the blessed Ghusl-Khanah, between the buildings of this 
beautiful and glorious palace, and its para disc- like garden (known by the 
name of Hay at Bakhsh). a piece of land was selected for this noble edifice, 
and with the Divine assistance an auspicious mosque of white marble was 
built. •'*’ The foundations were laid by the Emperor's orders on the 3rd day 
of Rabiu-th-tliani, while he '' was shooting and hunting on the bank of the 
river Ganges." The date of the completion of this holy building — the 
abode of angels — was discovered by Aqil Ivhau, the ablest servant of the 
Court, in the following verse of the Quran.” 

Verily the places of worship are set a2)art unto God : wherefore in- 
voke not any other therein, together with God. * 

The above mentionied chronogram was, the historian adds, approved by 
the Emperor, and according to the supreme order it was carved in a stone 
slab in that holy place.'" The inscription is unfortunately no longer 
traceable. 

There is a Moti Mas j id (Pearl Mosque) in the Fort at Agra and another in 
the Fort at Lahore. 

The HIRA MAHAL, the small marble pavilion immediately to the north of 
the baths, measures 22^ 5^^ north and south by 19' 5" east and west, and has 
three open arches on each face. It was built by Baliadur 8 hah II. The 
work shows the contrast in the quality of late Mughal architecture, as 
compared with that of the period of Shalijahaii. 

The marble pavilion which lies on the south front of the 8HAH BURJ ►‘^HahBURJ 
is of singular beauty, although already showing signs of the decadence TOWER), 
in architecture which culminated in the reign of Aurungzeb. It measures 
some 63' 3" east and west by 32' O" north and south. The centre of 
the north wall is occupied by a marble water cascade of pleasing design, 
which slopes into a ' scolloped ’ marble basin. For many years after 
the Mutiny the building served as an officer's residence but in 1902 
its conservation was taken up, the marble cascade being reconstructed 
and modern additions removed. The earthquake of 1901 so damaged the 
structure that it was necessary to take it almost entirely down and rebuild 
if. The hurj behind the marble pavilion is an octagonal structure two 
storeys in height and formerly crowned by a domed cupola of similar 
design to that on the Asad Burj, which stands at the south-east 
corner of the Fort. In Lieutenant Franklin's account of Delhi (Asiatic 
Besearclies) he says that in the *• 8hah Bang, or royal gardens, is a 
very large octagon room which looks towards the river Jumna.'’ *•' This 
room is called the Shah Boorj, or royal tower ; it is lined with marble ; 
and from the window of it the late Heir-apparent, Mirza Juwan Bukht ( Jawan 
Bakht) made his escape in the year 1781, when he fled to Lucknow ; and as 
the height is inconsiderable, effected it with ease/' A great part of this 


1 SaWs Transkttioyi of the Qurdn, p. -108. London lSo7. 
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noble palace/’ adds tlie writer, “ has suffered by much by the destructive 
ravages of the late invaders. The Eohillas in particular, who were introduced 
by Gholaum Kauder (CTliulam Qadir) have stripped many of the rooms of 
their marble ornaments, and pavements, and have even picked out the stones 
from the borders of maiiy of the floorings. They also passed three days 
digging up the floors for treasure wldch they supposed had been hidden by the 
Emperor Shah Alam in the Palace. The grass terrace between this pamlion 
and the Hammam was laid out as it now exists in 1911; and the Gun Battery, 
formerly in its centre, has now been removed (lOlt). The Xahr-i-Bihisht, the 
famous canal which supplied the many fountains and water channels of the 
Palace, also served this building and thence proceeded along the entire 
length of the east wall. 

Keene {Fall of [he Moqhdl Eorpirp) seems to infer that it was from the 
Salimgarh that Jawan Bakht escaped, after secretlv departing from his 
chamber in the Palace and passing from the roof of one building to the roof 
of another, until he reached the accpreduct (Xahrh-Faiz. a canal of old founda- 
tion restored to use by Shahjahan on his building the Fort) which crossed 
the garden Hayab Bakhsh. The night was stormy, and the prince 
suffering from fever, but he found a breach where the canal issued, by which 
he got to the rampart of the Salimgarh, Here he descended by means of a 
rope and joined his fileuds on the river sands.*’ 

Bishop Heber, visiting Delhi in 182-l'2o; remarks on a beautiful octagonal 
pavilion at the end of the terrace, also of marble, lined with the same mosaic 
flowers as in the room which T first saw, Avith a marble fountain in its centre, 
and a beautiful bath in a recess at one of its sides. The AAundows of this pavi- 
lion, which is raised to the height of the city wall, command a good vicAV of 
Delhi and its neighbourhood.^ But all was. when Ave saw it. dirtAV lonelv, and 
wretched ; the bath and fountain dry : the inlaid paA^ement hidden Avith lumber 
and gardener's SAA^eepings, and the walls stained Avith the dung of birds and 
bats.’*^ 

The ASAD BFBJ, Avhich is of similar design to the Shah Burj, but 
without a fronting marble pavilion. Avas much damaged in 1803 AA'hen the 
city AAUS defended l)y Colonel Ochterlony against Harnatli Chela. It AA'a.s 
considerably repaired by Akbar II. 

Only one half of the oiiginal area of this garden exists at present, its Avestern 
portion being occupied by the military barracks. The garden aavis bounded on 
the north and south by a range of buildings with the ' SaAA^an ’ and ’ Bhadon ’ 
paAulions as the central features. AAdiile terminating the ei\ds of the main cause- 
ways, running east and Avest from the central tank, were other marble 

^ Asiatic Bf searches, vol. ]V, London, 1700, 

Jawan Bakht was anxious to intonn tlu* British Govqmkw. newlv arrived at Lin. know, of 
the clLordorly state of cUiairs at Delhi, ton^equent the appoint nanit uf Afra^yah Khan, who 
had been created Amir-ahJJmnrn, or ’ Preiaier noble of tin' realni, bv Shdh Aiam, mainly 
thrwigh th(* hiNthation uf the shter of the deceased ])reniier, Wh/.a Xajat Khan. 

2 Tho vlviih'i 0.1 the roof was ^.pparently taken to .Veeriit some 28 yeais .teo , nd re-oreeted 
over a ell there. 

^ HAh Join nal. vol. IT, London. Isgs, 
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pavilions, that on the east terrace being known as the Muti Mahal. ^ 

West again of the Hayat Bakhsh gardens lay the Mehtab Bagh (garden of 
moonlight), and this extended up to the line of the arcaded street running 
northwards from the square in front of the Xaubat K liana (see page 7). 

The site of this last-named garden is now the barrack square and, although all 
its pavilions liave gone, it is more than probable that a clearance of the 
surface earth will reveal tiaces the old parterres and water causeways. The 
Indian historian's account of the Hayat Baklish garden wall be of interest. 

This Iram-Iike- Hayat Bakhsh garden, which, by the display of its 
beautiful flower-beds, of the various green plants, and blessed flowers, and by 
the running water channels facing the garde ly in the name of Holy th)d, is a 
garden. The wave of its fresh grass has surpassed the roses, and the fruitful 
trees of various kinds are interlaced wdth each other in such a way that the sky 
is not anywhere visible beneath them. Bartieularly the tank in its centre, 
which is GO gaz bv (iO gu:, shines as a sun-like miror with its waving light, and 
is decorated with forty-nine silver jets, besides 112 more jets which play round 
it. In all its four avenues, each of which is made of red saiulstone, and com- 
pleted witli a breadth of 20 there is a chanrrel 6 gaz broad, which flows with 
30 playing forrutains in its centre. At the left arrd right (sides) of this 
garden two charirri]rg buildings and BJiadon^ ) decorated with 

pictures arrd pairrtings like the enamelled th7onc of the Queen of Sheba, or like 
Solomon's throrre strrdded wuth emeralds. ^have been built. Through the two 
water-wavs of the tanks which are made irr the centre of these buildings, the The 
water is constantlv brrrstmg out gracefully, and from the edge of their plat- ami 
forms, wliich have the lieight of H- gu' (from the ground), it falls into the ^ 
tank below in tlie form of a easeade. In the niehes, flower-vases of gold and 
silver, full of golden flowers, are })laced drrrirrg the dav time, and at night, 
white wax candles which look like the stars irr the thin clorrds. are lighted 
and placed imside tire veil of water. 

Bishop Heber says the garderrs are not large, but. irr their way must have 
been extremely beautiful. They are frrll of very old orange and other fruit 
trees, with terraces arrd parteaes, on which many I'ose bushes were growing, 
and even now (Jarirrary). a few jonqrrlls in flower.’' 

The Zafar Mahal — ^ the red i<andsto]ie pavilioir hr the centre of the main ^afar Maluil. 
tank, was built by Bahadur II, the last Mughal Emperor. Zafar being 
his poetical name. 


^ Tiin paviliim has disappeared, only fea* of its foundations condng to light on the 

removal of the <dm Batteiy whi h stood till nccntly at thi> .•'pot. It .diuwn m old draw- 
ings of the ea>t wall ot the Fort. 

- Irani i* the name of a fabulons garden, famous iu ea^tmu pootyv. It i> -aid to have been 
matle in Arabia Felix by a King nameii Sha idad, .^on of .hi, or liam. mui of Oma 1. 

2 Satvati, a Fiiiidi montli eoriespondmu to July and August, the lir,-t moiitli of the rainy 
season. 

** Bhadon, a Hindi month (‘onv.- pom ling to Augu-l and September, the -«*< ond month of 
the rainy -ea-oii. 

^ ' Atnnh‘-Stdi]i. Fo]-. oSU-S^. Saiyvid Ahimid gim-- the -ame de.-M'iption, and it i.s more 
lik<-ly that tlx* ahovt' woik bi^ teal -onn e. ( Chapter 11, jkj) 45‘JS, (/awn- 
por<*, UK)4.) 
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Chobi mas j id, 


THE NAHR- 
I-BAHISHT 
(CAKAL OF 
PARADISE). 


Saiyjid Ahmad in his account of this building says that, on one side a 
bridge for ingress and egress has been built. This has disappeared and the 
pavilion has now little to commend it to notice. 

The same historian also writes : In the middle of this garden (theHayat 
Bakhsh) a large canal flows very pleasantly. His Exalted Majesty Siraju- 
d-din Muhammad Bahadur Shah has now made a jhirna- of red stone near 
the canal towards the west, like that of the Qutb Sahib^, and the garden 
has been much improved by this. In this garden there is a holy footprint 
(Qadam Sharif)/'^ 

To the south ^ of the Hay at Bakhsh garden stood a small mosque — a 
later addition commonly known as the Chobi Masjid "' or Wooden Mosque. 
It existed up to time of the Mutiny of 1857, as we find it mentioned in Saiyyid 
Ahmad's work, but no trace of it is now left. It is described in the following 
words : — 

“ This mosque was built by King Ahmad Shah in A. H. 1164 (A. D. 1750), 
and being supported by columns and arches of wood, was known by the 
name Chobi Mas j id.'’ 

It was entirely ruined, but was re-built in A. H. 12 G7 (A. D. 1850} 
at Government expense. 

On the entrance of the mosque w~s the following iiiscuption ' 

This mosque was built by the King, Protector of the faith. 

Who received help from Divine power. 

Whoever performs the prostrations of supplication there. 

He is sure to be guided by the light of worship. 

The foot of wisdom slipped in astonishment ; 

When he began to deliberate. about the date. 

The angel, for the sake of pride was thus inspired ; 

The mosque of Ahmad has attained the rank of the Zodiac sign. 

-Year 1164.” 

The history of the CANAL, by which Shah] ahan brought water to the 
Fort from a point thirty kos^ higher up the river ^ is of no little interest 


1 Atharu-s-SanacUil. Chapter 11, p. 20, Lucknow, 1878. 

^Jhirna, a kind of bhuwer bath, or water-fail. 

3 The author is perhaps referiing to the chute in the Jhirna Garden near the dcirgah of Qutb 
Sahib at jMehrauli, to which the Emperor added some buildings. 

* Op. cii. Lucknow. 1871, Chai)ter IL p. 21. It should be renienibcred that Qadam Sharif,” 
literally a noble foot, here means the footprint of the Prophet. 'Mo<t probably it is the same 
which was kept in the Delhi Municipal Museum and was recently removed to the Delhi Museum 
of Archteology, see Son. C. 28 and 29. {Museum Catalogue.) 

® See the old map of the Fort in the Delhi Museum of Archaeology No. K. 2. 

® Op. ext. Cawnpore, 1904, Chapter III, p. 92. 

^ This inscription is taken from MijlalivA-Taivarikh. T.W. Beale, Cawnpore, 1867, p. 332, 
where it is compared with that recorded in Atharu-s-i:iauddJd. Lucknow, 1874. Chapter II, 

p. 21. 

? Rouglily 2 1 miles. 

^ MadtliiniA'L )n(ira, xo\. Ill, p. 466. See abo At}iinu-S-><anad‘td, Cawnpore ecL, Chap. 
IT, p. 54. 
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and is thus traced by the authors of Maatltint-l-TJmifrn and Amal-i’ Salih. 
To the canal he gave the name Nahr-i-Bahishtd It is said that it was 
originally the work of Firoz Shah Khilji in A. IL G91 (1291 A. D.) and that 
he brought the canal from the Jamna near Khizrabad to Safaidun,^ 
his hunting ground, a distance of 30 /t 06 " from its starting point. After his 
death it became dry but was cleared by vShiliabu-d-din Ahmad Khan, 
Governor of Delhi in the time of Akbar. He rechristened the canal 
Nahr-i-Shihab after himself, and used it for bringing water to his estate in 
A. H. 969 (1561 A. D.). It again became neglected but in A. H. 1018 
(1638 A. D.) Shaiijahan ordered it to be cleared as far as Safaidun and 
brought thence to the Fort at Delhi. On the completion of the citadel it 
supplied the palace and city as well.^ Sayyid Ahmad in his description 
states that it had become dry again, but that in A. H. 1236 (1820 A. D.), 
it was repaired and cleared by order of Government, and from that time it 
continues to run for the common benefit.’''^ 


^ Antaht-SaliJi. Fol. 579. 

“ Safaidun is shown on tlie map about i")5 iniles north-east by north of Delhi, in Jinrl State. 

® ^Inut]iifii-UXJuu(r(i>, toI. Ill, p. 405-6. 

^ The chronology of this canal now known as the V^estorn Jamna Oanc-l, "vvith its dependant 
branches '-erving Anibala, Karnal, Hi>>ar, Rolitak, Delhi and ]>art', of the Native States of 
Patiala, Jiud and Bikanir is mven as folic Wh in the tiisionf and dts-j/ iplio/L <>f u}np}it Canals 
in the Punjab hy iMr. J. J. Hatten (Lahore. Punjab Government Piv^^, pji. 1-.5). 

*‘A. 1). 1351 , — The Emperor Eiruz Shah utilised the Chautauii: Xc.ddi to comlurt watei to 
Hansi and Hissar. 

About A. D, lies . — Water cca>ed to flow beyond the lands of Kaith.d near Karnal. 

A. D. 156S, — The Emperor Akbar re-excavat(‘d the work of Eiroz uid brought a supnly 
from the Jumna and the Somb into the Cliautang and on to Hansi and Hissar. A valuable sanad 
bv Akbar on this work exists. 

Abtmt A. D. ;6k'6'.— Ah Wudan. th e famous engineer of tlu‘ Emperor )Shahjahrin, dnnv 
< 1 , canal to JJelhi, first by way of Gohaiia, alone, a ni»,tnral depr‘‘''''i<*i\ imw oceupied bv a mam 
drain, amt when thi^ failed, by way of Pc«int[)<it and Sonipat. The eo»t ot thw work is 
lo^port('d to have b( (m very y,i<-a.t. and eon^idc iahl(‘ eimineei'!ni,d ^kih was showm. 

A, D. 1707. — Water ceased to reach Hariana (Hansi-His-iar). 

1740. — Flow' ceased at Safaidon on Firoz Shah's line. 

1757-1700. — Df'Ihi braiu'h eei-'i'd t<j flow, owung to politiCcd fhstuibauces and the difticulties 
expel ieneed in (‘flieient maint<mance, eMiecially at the head. 

ISIO, — Fir>t surveys made by British (Jovernineiit for a restoration nf the Delhi branch, 

1S17. — GaiJain Blair a]tpomted to restore the Delhi branch. 

7<S7J. — Delhi branch leopened. 

ISIO. — Water once more entered Delhi. 

IS'43. — Restoration ot tlu^ Han"! Braiu U (FirozV) began. 

1815 . — Haiisi braucli r(M)j»eued. et^., etc. 

Of the earlier schemes little nee<l be -^aid. Firoz )ShalFs canal by 'which the Hansi branch, 
below Datrat, was known, was little more than a monsoon supply channel which ivas led 
down a dramagi* bed to the tank^ at Hansi and HLsar, the royal re-ddences. 

Akbar's canal was undoubtedly a perennial channel. The two ancient bridges at Karnal 
and feafaidon testify to this, and there is no rteasun to doubt the genuineness of the sanad. bv 
Akbar, 'which is dated Shawwal A. H. 07S, Fiiozpur, '^vheiv Akbar w'as at the time. This sanad 
clearly states that the 'water 'ivas to Ix^ obtainable ’*all the year round.” The (‘xistenee of 
a complete system of water courses points to the same fact. "No such water courses existed 
ill the eliannel bi ought down by Firoz. 

All iMardan’s canal was indeed a grear engineering undertaking. The liver supply coming 
down the riglit bank of the Jumna 'was bunded up annually at Fa^ehgarh near Dadupur, about 
14 mill's below Tajaw'ala. The line tolloved vas the drainage at the foot of the high land 
{bangaj) of the light bank. Se^eial cuts tkiough the high land had to be made. Draimige 
and escapes were faiily jjrovidcd fox. Tlie Ft ohhaddar ” ac epic duct near Delhi taking the 
canal over the Xajafgaih jhll diain, and acting at the tame time as a waste 'sxeir, -was s, great 

D 
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SALBI- 
GARH OR 
NURGARH. 


SALIMGAEH was built by Salim Shab, son and successor of Sher Sbab, 
as a defence against the approach of Humayun (1546 A. D.), the whole cir- 
cuit of the walls being about three quarters of a mile. Originally pro- 
tected by nineteen bastions and said to have cost 4 lacs, it was still unfinished 
at Salim Shah’s death in 1552, and was, thereafter, consigned to neglect. Carr 
Stephen states that ^’eighty years later (i.e., after the death of Salim 
Shah) Farid Khan, otherwise known as Murtaza Khan, an Vnulra who 
flourished in (-he reigns of Akbar and Jahangir, seems to have obtained 
Salimgarh, with other possessions along the banks of the Jamna, in 
grant from Akbar, and he built houses in this fort.” In 1828 these 
buildings were in a complete state of ruin, but a two-storeyed pavilion and a 
well stocked garden were still preserved with care by Akbar II, who occa- 
sionally used to take an airing here undisturbed by the public. It was here 
in August 1788 that the helpless Emperor Shah Alam was imprisoned after 
being blinded by the Kohilla brigand, Ghulam Qadir (Keene), and some 
months afterwards the latter escaped through Salimgarh vnth his followers, 
crossing the five arched bridge which connected it with Lai Qilah, or the fort of 
Shahjahanabad. The bridge, built by Jahangir to connect Salimgarh with the 
main land, was demolished to make way for the present railway bridge but an 
inscription from it is still preserved in the Museum. The translation is as 
follows : — 

By the order of the King of the seven climes, the Emperor (who 
rules) with equity, justice and good government, who is Jahangir, 
the son of Emperor Akbar, whose sword has subdued the world. 
When this bridge was built in Delhi, the praise of which cannot 
be described, for the date of its completion wisdom spoke thus : 
It is a bridge built by Jahangir, the Emperor of Delhi.” 

The value of the letters of this chronogram {Pidl-i-ShillirinslulJi-l-Delln 
Jahangir) is equal to A. H. 1031 (A. D. 1621). 

The meaning of the words placed in the margin of the original inscrip- 
tion is as follows : (God is great.) (Great in His Glory.) (0 ! the Most 
Victorious.) (0! Helper.) (0! Bounteous.) (0! Immortal.) (In the 
year 17) (of the accession) (of Jahangir) (Under the management) (of Husain 
Halabi). (Written by Sharif.) 


engineering feat at tlie time. The total length of the acqueduct ib 80 feet. Thicknc.-?s of canal 
floor 3-J feet, waterway 10 feet at hod, and 10 feet at top of parapets, which were o feet 9 inches 
nigh — all carried on massive 8 feet thick piers with cut -waters and arches 8 feet span over the 
drainage. This work was repaired by the British Government Avith dight modifleations when 
the branch was opened to Delia in 1820. The water rate ap])ears to have been regulated by 
the time that the outlets remained open. It is stated that 1,000 armed peons and 500 hor&e 
were maintained on the establishment. The net revenue from the canals was reckoned ec|ual 
to the maintenance of 12,000 hoT.^e.'’ Further information on the history of the Canal of Ali 
Mardan Ivlian will be found in the ^Icrnonnida on the Weste/u Jumna Canal, ^ orth-W e6terti 
Provinces, by Major W. E. Baker, Superintendent of Canals, Xoith-We.dern Provinces ; London 
1849. In it are also given drawings of several of the old IMughal acquediicts. The Poolchaddar 
acqueduct is no longer used. It lies close to the modern Xajafgarh Jhll acqueduct, just out- 
side Delhi, and is now maintained as an historical building. 
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Another inscription, sahl to have been on the east side of the bridge, 
is recorded by Sayvid Ahmad, the translation being as follows : — 

''God is Great.’^ 

" It was built by the order of King Kuru-d-din Jahangir the great. 
The year and auspicious date (of its erection is found in the follow- 
ing chronogram): An Sirrd-ul-niusta(fim. This is the right 
■path. A. H. 1031.*’ 

The Fort during the Mutiny. 

The following account has been principally abstracted from Fanshawe’s 
Delhi Past and Present, The Siege of Delhi in 1857 by Lieutenant-General 
Handcock, Seven Cities of Delhi by Gordon Hearn. Indian Mutiny Papers, 
Trial of Bahadur Shah, awdi Tie o X at ire narratives of the Mutiny in Delhi. 
translated by C. T. Metcalfe, C.8.I. Only such events as are connected with 
the Palace have been mentioned. 

It would appear fi*om the various accounts that Bahadur Shah II held daily 
durbars in the Fort during the occupation of Delhi by the mutineers, these 
ceremonies being attended by the principal residents of Delhi and officers of 
the mutinied troops. Questions regarding the payment of the troops, levying 
of taxes on the inhabitants for this object, and reports on the state of the 
fighting were discussed, while letters were written to induce others to join 
in the revolt. Suspected spies or traitors were also dealt with and nazzars 
presented. The Emperor seems to have been, from the first, treated with 
but scant ceremony, his orders being generally disregarded, while when 
the questio]! of the occupation of the city by the English became only a 
matter of days, the Palace became completely disorganised.^ 

On the 11th May 1857 the sepoys from the mutiiiied regiments at Meerut 
arrived at Delhi and clamoured for admittance to the Palace, declaring that 
they had killed the English at Meerut and had come to fight for the true faith. 
Captain Douglas, commandant of the palace guard, wished to go down and 
speak to them, but being dissuaded by the Emperor, Bahadur >Shah II, he 
contented himself with addressing them from the balcony of the Musamman 
Burj. He was, however, defied, and the sepoys of the palace guard, furnished 
by the 38th Native Infantry, admitted the mutineers. Captain Douglas 
then proceeded with the civil authorities to the Calcutta gate of the city in 
order to interview the rebels, but the party was attacked by the sepoys who had 
effected an entrance by the water gate, and obliged to retreat to the Lahore gate , 
of the Palace. The Native Infantry on guard refused to fire on the mutineers 

^ cavalry and infantry, occupied the Hay at Bakh>h garden and the Mehtab 

Bagh, injuring tlieni c()n.-,kleral>ly. Magazine >tore^i! were kept by them in the Dnran-i-Khass 
A\hile they .spread their bedding in the same bailcling. Kepeated orders vere given by the 
King to the lebel troops not to occupy the royal farradikhana, and the regiment of cavalry 
were aLo told fre(piently to evacuate the gardens. These/’ said the King, “ were places 
which not even Xadir JShah or Ahmad Shall or any of the Britii^li'Governur-Generals of India 
ever enttu'ccl on horseback.” Tlie troops aNo galloped up to tlie Hall of Audience and tho 
Jatirn Khana (J ttuHkJaina, .see p. 21), wearing caps instead of turbans. 

d2 
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and Mr. Simon Fraser, Commissioner at Delhi, remonstrated with them 
for their behaviour ; he then turned to mount the steps leading to Captain 
Douglas’s rooms. As he placed his foot on the first step, two men, named 
Karlik Beg ” and “ Mogal Beg,'’ rushed forward and cut him down.^ Captain 
Douglas, already wounded in the ankle, had been carried upstairs in a fainting 
condition, but, on recovering, gave orders for all doors and windows to be 
closed. The others in the room were Mr. Jennings, the Chaplain, and a friend, 
two married ladies, and two girls. Miss Jennings and Miss Clifford, who had 
been conveyed to the Begam’s Palace for protection. The doors were then 
broken in and all the occupants immediately cut to pieces. The same day 
two siibaJidars were admitted to a private audience with the Emperor as the 
representatives of the crowds of rebel soldiery, and protested that they would 
bring the revenue of the whole Empire to the King's treasury,” The news 
of the death of some more officers then reached the Palace, followed by the 
arrival of a regiment of cavalry who took up their position in the court of the 
Diwan-i-Khass. Many of the men forcibly intruded themselves into the 
presence of the Emperor and the interior of the Fort became a scene of 
the wildest confusion. Orders were issued by Hakim Ahsan-ullah Khan to 
the Princes to assume command of the several regiments. Throughout the 
whole of the 12th May the Palace was thronged with soldiers demanding 
pay. Formerlv a silver tliroue had been kept in the Hail of special Audience 
on which the king used to take his seat on special occasions of State ; but 
since the year 1842 the presentation of the usual offering bv the Agent to 
the (lovernor General on occasion of salutes and interviews was disallowed. 
This throne was then removed and placed in a rece.ss in the passage behind 
the King’s sitting room and since that time was in disuse till the 12th May 
1857, when it was brought out again, and the King took his seat on it, as on a 
throne. The Emperor also left the Fort and proceeded through the city on an 
elephant to allay the fears of the inhabitants. On his return, he found the 
court of the Diwan-i-Khass again full of soldiers, and pointed out to some 
of the suhaltdars that, hitherto, the enclo.sure had been sacred to Royalty 
alone and never entered forcibly by armed men. In the evening of the 
same day he again had cause to complain of disrespect, being addressed by 
some Ari Bad shah ! Ari Buddha !” (I say, King ; I say you old man) ; while 
others caught him by the hand or touched his beard. Thirty persons had 
taken refuge in the under- ground apartments of the Raja of Kishengarh, 
and on the 13th May a few of these escaped but ^vere recaptured and taken 
to the Palace. It is said that the King ordered that all the captives should 
be sent thither but his orders w'ere disregarded. On May 14th the Emperor 
was so distracted by the turmoil going on around him that he refused 
audience to all. He ordered a search to be made for the bodies of Mr. Fraser 
and Captain Douglas, that they might be interred in the Christian burial 
ground, while the other bodies w^ere to be throwm into the river. 


^ In another account Haji, a lapidary, ls cited as the murderer of Mr. Fraser. 
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On May 16th, a large number of mutineers assembled before the Palace 
and threatened the Emperor, accusing him of concealing some forty 
Europeans. They threatened to abduct Zinat Mahal the Queen, and hold her 
as a hostage for the Emperor’s loyalty. On this day, at about 9-30 or 10 
A.M., all the Europeans in the Palace, forty-nine in number, principally 
women and children,^ were murdered in cold blood near a tank in the centre 
of the square before the Xaubat Khana. The Palace on May 21st was 
crowded with a howling mob of men demanding pay. 

Bahadur Shah II left the Palace on the 25th and proceeded to the Jama 
Masjid for prayer. The next day a discovery was made that some one had 
filled the guns in the Salnngarh with hinkar and stone. Hakim Ahsan-Ullah 
Khan was suspected and narrowly escaped with his hfe. 

An unnamed European, dressed as a Hindu fortune teller, and carrying 
an almanack,” was brought into the Palace on the 29th and murdered. 

On May 30th news was received that the mutineers liad been defeated by 
the English at the Hindun and numbers of wounded men appeared in the city. 
The Emperor held a court at night and was much perplexed at the turn 
affairs had taken. 

News of the murder of the English at Bareilly reached the Palace on the 
31st, and on the same day the King issued orders that he would no longer 
receive any petitions in person, but that they must be sent to Mahbub AH 
Khan and Hakim Ahsan-Ullah Khan. News reached the Palace that the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Agra had been informed of the events at Delhi. 

‘ A levee was held on the 3rd of June attended by " all the noljles of the citv.” 
Some Mughals also presented themselves and asked permission to raise the 
flag of Jehad (Eehgious War). 

The son of one Pia Mull Maswari was seized on June 8th, and brought 
before the Emperor, his father being suspected of providing the English 
with supplies. The next day a petition was sent to the Palace for his release 
on the ground that Pia Mull had supphed the mutineers with j^ro visions 
daily and in no way befriended the English. 

On June 10th the Emperor issued a proclamation for the forcible oj^eniiig 
of all the shops in the city. The mutineers lost heavily in an engagement on 
the same day, while some 100 English were killed. Their heads were cut off 
and paraded through the city. Fifty sepoys seized Eaja Ajit Singh of Patiala 
and brought him as a prisoner before the Emperor. He was threatened with 
death unless he used his influence with his brother, who was in league with the 
English. The Eaja threw himself at the Emperor's feet and implored his 
protection, and. it being explained that there had been a difference between 
the brothers for some time, his immediate release was ordered. 

On June 11th the Emperor ordered one hundred maunds of gunpowder to be 
prepared, being cheered by the marksmanship of one Kuli Khan, an artillery- 


^ It id said that there were only five or six men among them. 100 or 1 oO ruffians vv uie eziiployed 
in the work of murder. 
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man. who kept up a constant fire on the English. A confidential report was 
received that the Queen of England, on receipt of news of the Mutiny, 
had ordered the despatch of 24j000 troops. The next day one Piari Lai 
was taken forcibly before the Emperor and charged with supplying sulxdiur to 
the English. Bahadur fShah expressed displeasure at the failure of the 
mutineers to drive off the English. 

On June 14th a mahaiit, who had deserted with his elephant from the 
English campj made his way to the Palace and the elephant was appropriated 
by the Emperor for his own use. The next day seven cannon balls fell into 
the Palace. The Emperor threatened to leave Delhi and retire to the Qutb 
unless the troops left the city. 

On June 17th ‘ seven carts with lime ' were despatched for the repairs 
of Salimgarh, while a cannon, lying at the door of the Palace since the time 
of Shahjahan, was mounted at the Lahore gate. “ It being a long range gun, 
it was intended to annoy the English troops marching from Agra.*’ 

An audience was held on the 20th and attended by the officers of the 
Nasirabad regiments who had mutinied on the 22nd ; three regiments also 
arrived from Jullundhur. Their officers attended the audience and complained 
that they had been attacked by Patiala troops. They boasted that they had 
killed the Collector of Nasirabad and had taken his elephant, which they 
brought with them. The Emperor said that they were “ (Jreat Bahadurs, 
whose like was not to be met with.” 

The next day the gun of the time of Shahjahan was mounted.^ Kuli Khan, 
who has already been referred to, was brought before the Emperor on the 21th 
and charged with being in collusion with the English. Some of his shots 
had apparently gone astray and killed some of the mutineers. A large darhar 
was held on the 25th at which Bahadur Shah received reports of the state of 
afiairs : he addressed the sardars of the sepoys and pointed out to them that 
they were destroying the kingdom that had lasted 500 years, adding that 
after an engagement with the English they always retarnecl topsy turvy.” 
He expressed the wish that they should all leave the city, and the following 
day issued a general order to this effect. 

On the 28th the leading inhabitants waited on the Emperor to pay their 
respects. A man caught digging a mine in the Palace, in connivance with the 
English, was blown from a gun at Salimgarh. Little of importance happened 
during the next two days save the arrival of some 500 ’fanatics’, who presented 
an elephant they had taken from the English. 

On July 2nd Muhammad Bakht Khan, a Bareilly mutineer, was appointed 
Commander-in-Chief and he seems to have been given full control, not only 
of the army, but of the civil administration. 

On the 3rd he attended at the Palace accompanied by '' two European 
sergeants who had accompanied his force from Bareilly and made themselves 


^ Tito native narratives of /Ac nintiny , — It appeal’d from t[ie text ad if this was a clitic rent 
gun to l-ric one previou&ly mentioned. 
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very useful.’' They had also, it was stated, prevented the Europeans at 
Bareilly blowing away natives from guns. They were ordered to report on 
the various batteries. Nothing worthy of especial remark occurred ^vithin 
the next few days in the Palace. The daily audience was thronged by 
those who complained of being plundered by the mutineers. Oji the 6th a 
man at Salimgarh had his head taken off by a cannon ball; an order was 
issued that youths without turbans and all armed men were to be 
henceforth excluded from the Diwan-i-KhaSvS. A levee was held in the 
Diwaii-i-' Amin on the 8th. The next day several Europeans, who were found 
concealed in the sami of Mahbub Ali Khan, Avere decapitated and their heads 
laid before the Emperor, who gave a reAvard of 100 rupees to the murderers. 

On the 10th Bahadur Shah visited the battery at ^Salimgarh. On the 
Idtli he entered the DiAvan-i-Khass through the ” Khasjiura” gate and 
‘'all the nobles of Delhi and officers of the army paid their respects.” A 
regimental band AAnas in attendance, and receiA^ed tAA^o gold }nohars for 
their services. EKe hundred ladders were prepared by the orders of 
Mahmud Bakht Khan, so that the sepoys could escape OA^er the Avail in the 
event of the English entering the city. Oir the 18th the Emperor entered 
the DiAAAn-i-Mmm and received the salutations of the nobles Avho Avere 
present. The next dav he Ausited 8alimgarh. He aaus also informed by 
the Commander-in-Chief that an English sergeant and tAvo English soldiers 
had been executed in the iKer bed. The King as if under a divine 
inspiration, suddenly said, ‘Af I be altogether Auctorious, 1 shall go to Agra 
after the Auctory and make a pilgrimage to Ajmer and Ausit the tomb of 
Salim Chishti(?).''’ On the 20th he inspected the property of some murdered 
Europeans and ordered it to be made OA^er to the Begam. He Ausited 
Salimgarh the folloAving day and inspected a iieAvly raised regiment, AA^ich 
Avas giAvn the number 56. The darhar of the 22nd AA^as the occasion of 
a complaint by Bakht Khan regarding a rumom in circulation to the effect 
that he Avas in league Avith the English, and Avas in the habit of slinking 
home and leaAung his men to fight Avithout orders. ’ The Emperor assured 
him that he trusted him, and ** that he (the King) had no cause for enmity with 
the English, but felt that he AAmuld be exalted by the army that had rushed 
to his protection. ’ The Princes, on this occasion, took exception to the 
actions of the Commander-in-Chief Avho AA’hispered in the King’s ear in their 
presence. The General apologised AAuth flattery to the Princes and the matter 
AAus dropped. On the 23rd the Emperor Ausited Salimgarh, Avhile an elephant, 
brought in by the landholders ot Kalanaur (0, Avas presented to him and sent 
to the royal stables. 

He again inspected Salimgarh on the 28th and afterwards held a darhat 
in the DiAvan-i-klmm. " There Avas a great gathering of officers.” Hakim 
Ashan-ullah Khan demurred to one of the Emperor's orders regarding the 
killing of coAvs during the Id and the Emperor closed the audience in anger. 
The audience on the 30th Avas marked by a someAvhat similar incident. The 
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son of Nawab MuLammad Mir Khan was seated during the audience ; after 
Bahadur Shah had left, Mir Saivyid Ali Khan said to hini : It is very 
improper that you should remain seated whilst all other nobles stand, and 
you, too, must stand in future, and not take a seat, else it will not go well 
Avith you.’' At the audience of August 2jid tlie Emperor recited the follow- 
ing verses which he had composed and sent to Baklit Khan. 

“May all the enemies of the Faith be killed to-day ; 

The Firinghis be destroyed, root and branch ! 

Celebrate the festival of the Id Kurhcni by great slaughter : 

Put our enemies to the edge of the sword, slay, and sjjare not !” 

The same evening the otFicers were attempting to raise the hopes of the 
Emperor and exclaimed, by the help of God, we shall take the Kidge 
yet. At that moment a round shot from the English eiiteied Sallnigarh 
and killed a sepoy. ' ’ 

On the 7th. while the Ein])oror was in tlu^ Sallmgarli Fort, lie received 
news that the sepoys were coming to plunder the Palace. He was standing 
in the porch of the gate wav at the time and at that moment some sepoys 
arrived in search of Ahsan-ullah Khan who was sus^jected .of beine in league 
with the English. Bahadur Shah commanded Hasan Ali Khan, also suspected 
of treachery, to be hidden behind the throne in the tlirone room, while Ahsan- 
ullah Khan was to be taken to the ‘‘ under ground place for worship,”^ and 
it was explained to the sepoys that he was not in the Palace. Aftei'some time 
they retinue d and demanded that he should be given up to him. This was 
refused at first but the Hakim rvas eventually handed over to tlmm and con- 
fined in the room kept for the custody of the crown jewels.- 

On August 8th, the Begam sent word to Bahadur Shah that she. too, was 
suspected in being in league with the English and she had been warned that 
the sepoys intended to plunder the Palace. Hakim Ahsan-ullah Khan was 
released on the 10th and restored to favour. In an audience held on the 13th 
the Emperor objected to the wearing of pistols in his presence. On the 13th 
three hundred sepoys, “ despairing of their pay and disheartened at the 
result of the rebellion, brought i]i their fire-arms and left the city through the 
Calcutta gate for their own homes.” 

The Emperor held a council of war in the Saiimgarh Fort on the 18th. 
On the 21st Bakht Khan brought some elephants and horses for his inspection, 
and he went ar once to the porch of the gate of the Palace and selected 
seventeen horses. Salimgarh was visited the next day and the battery there 
ordered to fire a few rounds, Bahadur Shah remarking that it was to be 
regretted that instead of the fire of the English being silenced, their batteries 
were getting nearer every day. The gunners replied, “ no fear, your Majesty ; 
we are getting the better of them.” On the 23rd the same battery was 
ordered to elevate their guns so as to reach the English camp. The heads of 


i This plao.- has not y(^t bt'oti icU-ntiiit^d. 

- To tlio north of thu Diwan-i-‘Amm Court. 
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five Englishmen, killed at Indore, were brought before the King. General 
Bakht Khan was accused by his officers of negotiating with the English and 
orders were issued that he was not to be admitted to the Palace. Several 
foot soldiers attended the darbar and complained that no opium could be 
purchased in the bazar. 

On the 24th the Emperor visited Salimgarh where some excavations for 
buried treasure were in progress. Nothing was, however, found, save some 
small field pieces. The following day he went on the river and watched the 
artillery fire directed on the English from the Fort. 

3Iore demands were made for pay by deputations of officers, and Bahadm* 
Shah offered them some of the crown jewels which they refused, saying that 
they were satisfied of his willingness to give up his life and property to 
sustain them. 

On the 31st of August the coat and shoes of the prophet Muhammad 
were brought to the Palace from the Mostpie of Nulub-u-diid (s'h). 

The daily darhar continued throughout the first half of September being 
generally thronged b}' sepoys demanding their pay, or by the unfortunate 
inhabitants of the city who were being freely robbed. On September 4th 
Sir Thomas Metcalfe's house at the Qiitb was plundered and the property 
brought to the Emperor. He was much displeased as he had appointed 
servants for its safe custody.- The local jewellers were brought in a body 
to the Palace on the 7th and were informed that 8 lacs of rupees must be 
immediately forthcoming for the troops, while on the following day the j)olice 
proceeded to collect three months' rent from all the inhabitants of the city. 
Much of the money intended for the troops appears, about this time, to have 
been appropriated by the Princes. Beference is again made to Bahadur Shah 
repairing, during these days, to the '' underground mosque.” Several pro- 
clamations were issued that he would lead an attack in person against the 
English and that all citizens, irrespective of caste, were to take the field. It 
was rumoured on the 14th that the English would assault the city and the 
Emperor remained in his private apartments. The assault, as is avgU known, 
actually took place and was successful. The 15th, 16th, 17th and 18th were 
spent in clearing the mutineers out of the ground between the town walls and 
Palace, and in shelling the latter and Salimgarh, which was still occupied by 
the enemy. 

On the 19th Bakht Khan represented to the Emperor that his only safety 
lay in flight and begged him to accompany him and renew war in the open 
country. Bahadur Shah, however, allowed the army to depart without him 
and took refuge in the tomb of Huinayun, On the same day the Lahore 
gate of the Palace, which appeared to be deserted save for an occasional 

1 Qutbu-d-din ? Tlic jno>que at tlie ba>e uf the Qutb ^liiiar in.iy be po^jsibly referred to 
or perhaps the neighbouring Danjnli, 

2 Whether he intended to take it for himself or protect it out of a friendly feeling for tho 
owners is a matter of speculation. 
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gun shot fired at the troops at the end of the Chandi Chauk, was blown in. 
The 4th Punjab Infantry broke the chain of the inner gate by firing muskets 
close to it and charged down the vaulted passage (the Chalta Cliauh) into the 
Palace. A single sentry remained in the passage and fired at Lieutenant 
McQueen, but the bullet went through that officers’ helmet only. Shortly 
after the Palace had been entered from this side Lieutenant Aikman, V.C., 
also of the 4th Infantry, entered it from Salimgarh, again meeting a solitary 
sentry only. It was found to be deserted save for some fanatics and 
wounded sepoys who were cpiickly disposed of. Headquarters were established 
in the Palace, which was held by the 60th Eifles and the Kumaon battalion. 
Major \\"ilson’s personal guard was drawn from the Sirmur Gurkhas, as a 
compliment to that gallant regiment. On the 21st Lieutenant Hodson cap- 
tured the Emperor a few miles south of the city, and on the following day 
two of his sons were taken at the tomb of HumayCin and sainmarily shot. 
On the 21st a royal salute was fired in honour of the capture of the city, and 
on Sunday the 27th a thanksgiving service was held in the Diwan-i-Khass. 
The following January the Emperor of Delhi was brought to trial in the 
same building, and, after an investigation lasting forty days, he was con- 
victed of having made war against the British, with abbetting rebellion, with 
proclaiming himself the reigning sovereign of India, and with causing, or being 
accessory to, the death of many Europeans. He was sentenced to be transported 
for life and was sent to Eangoon Avhere he died on November 7th, 1862. 

“ General ” Bakht Khan was much sought for after the mutiny but was 
never found or heard of. He does not appear to have been killed. He was 
an artillery subaMar of a famous field battery who had served at Jalalabad 
under Sale in the first Afghan war. Bakht Khan served at Jalalabad. The 
battery had a mural crown as an honorary decoration on their guns. 

Archaeological work carried out in Delhi Fort. 

Eleven years ago the historical buildings of the Fort at Delhi and their 
immediate surroundings were in the most neglected and unsatisfactory 
condition. Many of them were sadly in need of repair, others were used as 
barrack rooms or stores, while the area in which they stood was cut up by 
modern roads, and disfigured by unsightly militarv buildings. Old levels 
were obliterated, and the disheartened visitor to the former Palace of the 
Great Moghul ” wandered aimlessly about from building to building. 
Seen under these conditions, the place lost much of its interest and it was 
impossible for the average visitor even to attempt to revisualise its former 
condition. The associations of the Fort, its place in history and architecture 
demanded that something should be done, and the gardens as they now stand, 
together with the conservation of the buildings in the area, are the outcome 
of the improvements suggested by the Director General of Archaeology in 1902 
These suggestions embodied the acquisition from the mihtary authorities of 
as much of the old area formerly occupied by the Palace, as was possible, 
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SO thclt it niiu'lit be enclosed and kept in a state of orderliness; and the 
buildings it contained secured from further molestation or damage. This done, 
the ground was to be reduced as far as was possible to its old levels, the 
modern buildings and roads removed and the area was to bo laid out in 
lawns and shrubberies so that the buildings might be seen under more happy 
conditions. 

The lawns and shrubberies were to represent respectively the position of 
former courtyards and buildings which had been removed, but whose position 
was traceable bv the help of their buried foundations and old plans. In the 
case of the northern portion of the area, the Ha\'at Bakhsh garden, where ves- 
tiges of the old water channels and causeways were abundant, but buried under 
threefeet of earth and rubbish, the fact that the gardens would be eventually 
used for occasions such as the Royal Cfardeu Party held during the recent Dar- 
bar. necessitated more reconstructive work, so that the old channels and foun- 
tains could be made to fulfill their former functions. It must not be imagined 
that, small though the area may appear to many, all this has been accom- 
plished with a sweep of the pen. Till 19(')8 work was going on slowly, and its 
completion would have taken many more years had it not been that the 
Coronation Darbar created a demand that the buildings, which had so 
many vears before witnessed the similar ceremonies of the Great Moghul,’’ 
should be seen under more ideal conditions. 

The evacuation of the ground by the military authorities, the preparation 
of new buildings to take the place of those removed outside the area, and the 
difficulties of irrigation owing to the danger of mosipiitoes breeding in 
w^ater standing in the gardens had ail to be arranged for, before the scheme 
could be successfully brought to a conclusion. 

In 1904-05 excavations w^ere made on a large scale in the Hayat Bakhsh 
garden w^hich laid bare the ancient tanks and w^ater channels. The extent 
of the large tank, of w^hich the Zafar Mahal is the central feature, w^as 
also determined. In 1905-Ofi the wmrk w^as continued, and a start w^as made 
on the reconstruction of the old channels. Pragments of the ornamental kerb 
and causew^avs w^erc found betwx^en the tank and the *• Saw^an *' pavilion, 
and from these, together with the old plans, wPich show'-ed the border, it 
wxis possible to carry out the w^ork with certainty. The large central tank, 
built bv Shahjahan. appears to have been deepened probably at the same time 
as the Zafar Mahal w^as erected in its centre, and this had been done by 
building a parapet on the top of the ornamental border. Had this parapet 
been added bv the British the course w’ould have been obvious, but it bore 
elaborate surroundings and w’as obviously Mughal w^ork. Accordingly it w^as 
felt that the traces of the parapet's existence should not be destroyed, and the 
missing portions of it have been therefore restored so that the tank can be 
filled up to the higher level. 

The parapet round the tank wns completed in 190i-UT, wiiile the construc- 
tion of the four main causew^ays wfitli their channels, pavements and ornamental 
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beds was proceeded with. They were completed in 1907-08, and during 
the excavation traces of subsidiary channels were discovered, dividing each 
quarter of the garden into four equal squares. The clearance of the entire site 
was not attempted until 1908-09, there being difficulties in finding a place to 
dump the spoil earth taken from the works. Further excavations revealed a 
pathwa}^ on the east side of the garden connecting the north and south path- 
ways. Part of this only was repaired at fii st, the remainder being completed 
when the battery and military road to it on the east terrace was removed 
in 1913. It was a pity that the site could not be lowered to its original 
level in the first instance, as the sides of the channels Avere. after they were dug 
out, found to be in a hacha condition and needing considerable repairs. In 
the summer of 1908, a conference Avas held at Simla at AA’hich the Director 
General of Archaeology and representative military authorities were present, 
and among other important points, it AA^as decided that the tank and 
channels of the Hay at Bakhsh garden could be filled betAA^een 1st December 
and 31st MarclP, seiwants' quarters AAuthin the archaeological area demo- 
lished, and that the Naubat Khana, the Shah Burj and the Mumtaz Mahal 
could be included in the area. 

In 1909-10 substantial progress AA^as made in the Avork on the gardens, 
and the iron railings round the area Avere practically complete. The main 
entrance to the garden AA^as fixed through the Xaubat Khana, thereby reviving 
the old Mughal custom ; for it Avas at this point that all \dsitors to the court 
descended from their palanquins or elephants and approached the Royal 
presence on foot ; while one prKate entrance AA^as proAuded to the south of the 
DiAA^an-i-'Amm and a special military entrance near the Shah Burj, so that 
access could be gained to the battery on the east terrace. In the Hayat Bakhsh 
garden the AVork on the minor intersecting causeAvays aa ith their AA^ater channels 
had been completed, and the aaKoIc of the area of this garden had been loAvered 
to its original level and dressed ready for grass. At the end of the* year the 
work on the Avater supply Avhich noAV irrigates the Avhole garden Avas Avell in 
hand. The water is raised up from three old AA^ells, one of Avhich is outside 
the area on the barrack square, into reinforced concrete tanks behind the 
“ Bhadon ” pavilion, by means of two electrically driA^en pumps and a pulso- 
meter. 

The buildings Avithin the area have, since 1902, all been thoroughly 
repaired. The AVork on the mosaics in the DiAvan-i-Mmm has already been 
referred to, A\Kile modern additions have been remoA^ed from the Naubat 
Khana, Rang Mahal and Mumtaz Mahal, and these buildings restored, as far as 
compatible Avith the precepts of archeeological conservation, to their former 
appearance. The Shah Burj pavihon Avhich Avas, in 1904, in imminent 
danger of falhng, has been permanently secured while the pavilions of the 
Hayat Bakhsh garden have been thoroughly overhauled, and their marble 
tanks and cascades revealed. 

1 It has unfortunately been found impjsbibiti to arrau^e fur this owing to danger of malaria* 
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In 1910-11 the Hayat Bakhsh garden was grassed and planted. The 
positions of the old buildings are indicated by masses of flowering shrubs, while 
a screen of conifers, backed by gravilha trees, masks the iron raihngs and 
barracks surrounding the area. AYith the exception of the east terrace, the 
garden was now complete, and it was easy to see that the whole area, when 
treated on these hues, gaye abundant promise of future charm. Early in 
January 1911 Sir John Hewett with the Darbar Committee had yisited the 
gardens, and it was decided that a Royal garden party should be held 
there at the time of the Coronation Darbar, and that the rest of the area 
should be laid out immediately, in accordance with the scheme of the 
Archseological Department. The most difficult part of the work remaining 
to be done was the trenching for the shrubberies and lawns. The debris 
of old buildings and roads had to be remoyed and suitable earth proyided. 
The large tank between the Rang Mahal and the Diwan-i-'Amm, which 
had been filled up and crossed by a military road and a drain, was excavated. 
Traces were found in its centre of a little square building with a central 
tank, probably designed on the same lines as the Zafar Mahal in the 
Hayat Bakhsh garden, and reached by a little causeway, the bases 
of the piers of which were found w sifn. These, with what remained of the 
building, have been carefully preserved. It has not been possible hitherto to 
provide sufficient water for this tank so the bottom has been grassed. Some of 
the old coping stones were found in position, and an old stone ring was found, 
built in one corner of the tank, which points to the probability of its having 
been screened on occasion from the sun by a shnmiana (sun-awning). 

The marble basin, originally belonging to the Fort, but which had found 
its way into the Queen’s wardens in the city, (see page IG), was brought back 
and has been placed in the centre of the little platform in this tank. Old 
pictures clearly show this basin in place in front of the Rang Mahal but how 
far from it it is difficult to judge ; it has consequently been placed here as 
being as near its old position as could be determined with accuracy. 

The paths have been laid down so as to follow as far as possible their old 
lines. The inner and outer courts in front of the Diwan-i-Khass are repre- 
sented by lawns and the buildings between them by shrubberies, composed 
of Inga hedges, backed by banks of AcaJijplier and Duranta, while behind these 
again are taller shrubs such as Murya, Haveluu Bougainvillea (the compact 
variety), Hybiscus, Tecoma. etc. It should be added that in trenching 
for these shrubberies the foundations of the old buildings were found as 
expected in almost every case. 

Grass courts have similarly been formed in front of the Diwan-i-Mmm 
and Mumtaz Mahal. In the case of the first the old courtyard that formerly 
existed in front of it, and which witnessed the daily darbar of the Emperor, 
was hned at either side by dalans or colonnades, as at Agra. All traces of 
these had vanished and a military road ran between the Naubat Khana and 
the Diwan-i-‘Amm. The old colonnades are now represented by shrubberies. 
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The shrubbery to tlie north of the central pathway occupies almost the 
same position as the old colonnade but the shrubbery to the south is 
unavoidably nearer to the central pathway owing, as has already been said, 
to its being impossible to remove the military road which runs outside the 
new railing. 

Another shrubbery runs due north and south from the ends of the 
Diwan-i-Mmm and represents the buildings seen starting from the ends 
of the Diwan-i-'Amin in the old pictures and plans. These buildings 
screened off the private precincts of the Palace from the public eye. 

The grass court in front of the Mumtaz Mahal is not reduced to its original 
level as yet, and it will be seen that the plinth of this building is still partially 
hidden. The fragments of a marble tank were found in front of it through 
which a water pipe had unfortunately been laid. When this portion of the 
garden is dealt with, it may be possible to do something to expose the tank 
in question carried out between the Rang Mahal and the Mumtaz Mahal. 
Trenching revealed an underground drain leading to a doorway in the outer wall 
of the Fort, (see page 6), which had apparently been bricked up by Mughal 
builders themselves. 

The other portion of the garden that still remained to be put in order at 
the end of 1910 was the east terrace of the Hayat Bakhsh garden. This 
is raised some 5 feet above the level of the remainder ot the garden. There 
-were buildings on it formerly and it was found that a retaining wall ran along 
its western face. The backing of this was found and has been preserved bv 
Mughal brick facing with recessed pointing. This wall ran from the 
north wall of the Hammam to the 8hah Burj but it was impossible, at 
first, to continue its alignment owing to the presence of the gun batterv and 
military road which gave access to it. The removal of the battery has 
brought to light traces of the pavilion, the Moti Mahal, that foimerly 
existed here. 

The outlines of the water channel named the Xahr-hBiliislit (Stream of 
Paradise) was disclosed, and is to be represented by flower beds. In front 
of the Hira Mahal was found a shallow basin with a channel leading westward, 
evidently to connect up with the minor channel of the Hayat Bakhsh 
garden which runs into the path near this point ; from the character of 
the work it appeared to be of the late Miighnl period. The Xahr-i-Bihisht was 
provided with fountains at frequent intervals and the copper pipes of several 
of these were found. After passing along the east terrace in the manner 
described, the water entered the channel in the Hammam and so passed on 
along the outer range of buildings to the Rang Mahal. 

The new water installation also calls for comment. This, besides providing 
for the irrigation of the garden and shrubberies, enables the channels of the 
Hayat Bakhsh garden and the Zafar Mahal tank to be filled. It also provides 
for the working of the fountains in the Zafar Mahal tank and in the main chan- 
nels running from the Sawan to the Bhadon pavilions, and for the 
cascades in these two last and in the Shah Buij. The marble channel from the 
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Hanimam to the south end of uhe Rang Mahal can also be provided with water, 
as formerly, while a fountain jet has been fixed in the marble basin in front 
of the Rang Mahal. 

The amount of water required to operate the fountains and cascades 
and at the same time to fill the tanks and channels is very considerable and 
continuous pumping for about two weeks is necessary. The military authori- 
ties at present object to the water standing in the garden and channels 
unless covered with kerosine to prevent the breeding of mosquitoes. 
This consideration also forbade the disposal of the water on the ground 
below the Fort, and a scheme has accordingly been prepared by which 
the water can be raised into the tanks again and so reused. However, 
the removal of certain of the military barracks to the immediate west of the 
Hayat Bakhsh garden has been hinted at. so it is hoped that these 
difficulties may be eventually overcome and that the fountains and tanks 
may be permanently provided with water during the cold season and not for 
important ceremonial occasions only, as at present. The additional charm 
the sheets of water give to the buildings and gardens cannot be over- 
estimated. 

The removal of the barracks to the west of the Hayat Bakhsh garden 
would also enable its western portion to be completed, together with the 
Mehtab Bagh, a work which would greatly enhance the charm of the Fort. 
The accpiisition of the strip of ground between the Mumtaz iMahal and 
the Asad Burj has also been suggested to the auihorities so that the whole of 
the east terrace of the Fort, from north to south, will be open to visitors. 


The accompanying table shows the amount spent annually on repairs 
and improvements to the Fort, since 1883^84 : — 
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